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L ondon ffree Press

~-THE GRISTEY COLLECTION-

London’s foremost newspaper began their WWII, wartime saga of the
First Hussars, by reporting on all aspects of the regiment’s development.
Full accounts of recruiting drives, training in London and Camp Borden,
were followed by lively coverage overseas as the Hussars trained for two
and a half more years in Great Britain. The paper’s coverage extended
into battle from D-Day June 6, 1944, through eleven months of fighting
across North-West Europe, culminating with victory in Germany on May
8, 1945. When the bulk of the regiment returned to Canada in January
1946, the newspaper’s reporters were on hand to welcome them home.

The clippings seen in this book, mostly actual, not a facsimile, were
carefully collected by Mary Gristey, wife of Sergeant Harry Gristey. They
were married on September 9, 1939, one day before Canada declared

war. Sergeant Gristey had been in the First Hussars Cavalry and

immediately went “Active” for overseas duty.

Through Mary’s diligent efforts, the regiment now has in addition to the
three historical volumes written since 1945, a wonderful new book of
day-to-day news reports on events as they happened during the war and
read by subscribers back home. The GRISTEY COLLECTION is presented
here under appropriate headings, read, enjoy and learn.




Mary Elizabeth Gristey: 1920 — 2012

Sergeant William Henry Gristey (Harry), A 219: 1917 — 1996
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The First Hussars’ Story in WWII: an Introduction

As citizens of this great country, Canada, we can take enormous
satisfaction that in many instances we are responsible for remarkable
achievements despite our sometimes poor leadership. Since the close
of WWII, historians through careful, unabashed and unrestricted
analysis, have exposed the ineptness of so many of our leaders at that
time, political and military.

Recall the saying: "When the going gets tough - the tough get going.”
And so it was in Canada during the war as Canadians from coast to
coast rose to the cause to bring about the “big win” at the end. This
achievement was created for the most part, by an all volunteer army as
distinct from our British and American allies’ conscripted armies. But
the wheels weren’t greased, many obstacles impeded the good results
eventually achieved by the citizenry.

As the nineteen thirties wound down and the depression faded into a
“thank God it’'s gone” oblivion, the First Hussars were totally
unprepared for a new war - unless it was to be fought as the last - in
the trenches and with horses. The invasion of Poland only cracked that
notion; nine months would pass before Dunkirk shattered it all
together.

In pre-war peace time, the biggest issue facing the languid Hussar
mood, was a lively discussion regarding the cap badge: why in the
official description, was the crown, which wasn’t a crown at all but a
ducal coronet, surmounted by a horse rampant? (A big faux-pas in the
coveted world of heraldry.) After an exchange between the
Commanding Officer and National Defence Headquarters (NDHQ), the
horse stayed and the crown became a coronet in the description.
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Phew! Just in time. That wrangle concluded on September 1, 1939, and
the next day, September 2, the entire temperament changed when the
regiment was mobilised for war. It wasn’t, however, the end of
befuddlement emanating from NDHQ.

In the Gallant Hussars, 2004, Michael McNorgan makes the point that
in every war “..from South Africa to the Gulf, someone in Ottawa
determines that the best way to meet the crises is through the creation
of ad hoc units. The second world war was no exception...” (p.71) The
“Global War,” 1939-1945, supplied plenty of evidence in support of
McNorgan’s observation.

While NDHQ was waffling about discharging arbitrary name changes,
their masters, the Mackenzie King government, was exercising its
political clout with a more determined goal: save votes - mainly in
Quebec. The issue was conscription: “Conscription if necessary but not
necessarily conscription.” This beautiful piece of King obfuscation was
the best he could muster as a war cry; it only created anger, confusion,
embarrassment and ultimately — lives.

The two streams of hesitation and change from Ottawa’s political and
military bastions ran parallel, but at least the military had an legitimate
excuse. From the war’s outset they were flying blind, dragging in their
tail wind the lessons of the last, outdated WWI experience, while
further shackled by myopic, self centred politicians. “Politicians make
war — soldiers just get to fight them.” (Old soldier refrain).

The accompanying Free Press articles seen here, don’t highlight these
changes to both the regiment and what would ultimately become the
Canadian Armoured Corps, but some are referenced by name without
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comment. To fully understand the content offered herein, some
explanation is warranted.

The Regiment:

In 1939 as hostilities began, the First Hussars still retained their well
earned name and were a unit of Cavalry, the official designation for all
mounted regiments.

In an ad hoc change in 1940, the First Hussars became: the First
Canadian Cavalry Regiment (Mechanized)...1 CCR (M) and were part of:
the Canadian Active Service Force...CASF. They reverted to First Hussars
in January 1941 only to change for the last time in WWII to:
6" Canadian Armoured Regiment (1% Hussars) or simply as: 6 CAR. (All
armoured regiments were similarly designated by a number.)

The home contingent of the regiment became: the Regimental Depot
for The First Hussars, and a member of the: Non-Permanent Active
Militia...NPAM. In keeping with the numerical designations for the
CASF, the Depot in November 1940 became: 6" (Reserve) Armoured
Regiment (1°" Hussars).

Camp Borden and Corps:

Forming alongside the name-changes to all armoured regiments, grew
new names for the Borden training school and the creation of a Corps
name.

Londoners and especially Hussars, should take note that on November
1, 1936, in the Royal School Building at Wolseley Barracks, the soon to
be well known, Major F.F. Worthington,™* created the Canadian Tank
School. Known famously as “Worthy” or “Fighting Frank,” he is rightly
revered as the father of the Royal Canadian Armoured Corps.
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*Major-General Frederick Franklin Worthington, MC, MM, CD (1884-
1967)

In keeping with the seemingly whimsical changes so prevalent at this
time, when armoured training moved to the newly constructed Camp
Borden, posted at the gate was a new name: Canadian Armoured
Fighting Vehicle School...CAFVS. After great deliberation by the
proliferation of red tabbed officers housed in Ottawa, bent on
displaying their authority and presence, “School” was replaced with
“Centre” to become: CAFVC.

The date August 13, 1940, is significant for all armoured regiments in
Canada. On that date better minds finally prevailed to create: the
Canadian Armoured Corps. (Royal was added post war.)

The Army:

Traditionally, from 1855 to 1940, the regular army was: Permanent
Active Militia (PAM) or simply: Permanent Force (PF).

As a matter of note: in 1939 the PF consisted of a paltry 455 officers
and 3714 all ranks.

The reserve army was: Non Permanent Active Militia (NPAM).

In 1939 with mobilization, PF and NPAM were combined to become:
Canadian Active Service Force (CASF).

In 1940, the CASF became: Canadian Army.

With the creation of the Canadian Army in 1940, attention was drawn
to distinguish between different components. In that context, three
distinctions were added:

Canadian Army (Overseas) - Canadian Army (Active) - Canadian Army
(Reserve)
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Politics:

Initially, the strong enlistment response of 1939 gave way to come up
short, unable to satisfy the expected requirements which the war
would demand. It didn’t take long before a hue and cry arose from the
military, political and civilian camps alike. The obvious solution to
correct the shortage, was to enact conscription to fill the ranks. Against
this push Mackenzie King was adamant — no conscription — but he
reluctantly bent to do something.

Spurred on by the fall of France, his answer on June 21, 1940: the
National Resources Mobilization Act (NRMA). By this act the

Ill

government had power to deem all “...persons to place themselves,
their services and their property at the disposal of His Majesty...for the
defence of Canada.” (The italics are mine.) In other words, should the
enemy be foolish enough to invade Canada, the country was prepared
to defend our shores down to the last man. Never before or since, has
such a ridiculous piece of legislation been enacted in this country. The
intention to avoid trouble in conscription opposed Quebec, the bastion
of secure Liberal party votes, was all too obvious to the rest of Canada,

which by and large, was committed to the war. What a farce!

Eventually, some 60,000 NRMA troops were spread across the country
giving rise to the creation of two groups: the “A” man who eventually
volunteered for overseas service, and the “R” man who refused to
leave. The “R” man became sneeringly, the pejorative - “Zombie.” The
rancour arising from this partisan gesture by King, served in time of war
to divide both the government and the country when unity was most
needed.
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As pressure across Canada built demanding service overseas, King
acquiesced to hold a plebiscite in April 1942 to allow a release from the
“home” only provision in the NRMA. Four to one outside Quebec said
yes; four to one in Quebec said no. The release was carried - and yet it
wasn’t.

Two more years would pass before 16,000 NRMA men in November
1944, were singled out for overseas service. By war’s end, only 2500 of
this number actually saw front line action. This number is too small to
challenge the claim proclaimed in Canadian military history, that our
country was the only one of our three allies (a fourth would be Russia)
which fielded an all volunteer army. This boast is the compensation we
are left to proudly assert because it was accomplished by Canadian
citizens alone, despite, and overcoming, government partisan
treachery.

In summary, Canada in WWII had three distinct armies: Canadian Army
(Regular); Canadian Army (Reserve); and the army comprised from the
National Resources Mobilization Act. As such, the result was a
fragmented force top-heavy in administration and training cadres. The
last two singled out, the Reserve and NRMA bunch, were two armies
that would never see action and were upon analysis in the end, totally
unsuited for war despite all the attention they courted. Historians
assert today, that their very existence distracted men and material
from Regular units which could have benefited from the added input.
This single fact alone, contributed greatly to the shortage of
replacements encountered as the war casualties mounted. The fault
and shame for this debacle lies at the feet of the Mackenzie King
government.
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Historians frequently describe Canadians as un-war-like, then they
complete their assessment by acknowledging that when the chips are
down, Canadians respond and show their mettle. In WWII, all three
armed services punched above their weight. On land, the Canadian
Army in general and the First Hussars in particular, never flinched or
failed to do their duty. At war’s end, Canadian regiments proudly
sewed on to their Colours and Guidons, battle honours from Sicily, Italy,
North-West Europe and South-East Asia.

Twice each year, on June 6-11 and November 11, Remembrance Day,
the First Hussars pay tribute to our veterans from all wars in which the
regiment fought. As we parade to Victoria park and stand near the Holy
Roller tank, we especially remember the 196 Hussars who died in
eleven months of action from Normandy to Germany.

We will remember thewm

HODIE NON CRAS
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Recruiting and Training

This London Free Press story below displaying two mounted
contingents, “A” and “B” Squadrons of the First Hussars during their
happy cavalry days (begun officially in 1856) could be entitled: “The
Passing Parade.” The caption details a change begun in 1939 which is
still evident today: from Horses to Horsepower - cavalry to armour.

In short order, the regiment began recruitment drives throughout
Southwestern Ontario, including the creation of a new squadron in
Exeter. The switch from horses to mechanized, became so ingrained in
the regiment that cavalry equipment was sold on a first-come basis.
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Corporal Jim Fisher, A 525, was only too happy to pay $5.00 for a
cavalry sword which he proudly carried about throughout the war —
especially in his tank “Bad Boy.”

The picture below (undated) for the sale of War Savings Certificates,
illustrates money campaigns which folded in nicely with the
recruitment drives. In this picture, standing prominently centre while
wearing the uniform of the First Hussars, is Major E. L. Booth. The
Major would go on to become Brigadier Booth, and unhappily become
one of the two highest ranking Canadian officers killed in WWII.

| Tank Soldiers Given War Savings Certificates

A
‘'HIS is the week for purchasing War Savings Certiticates in private aonauon from Dr. Kendrick. Above, left to right, are
Chatham, and Dr. Bryce Kendrick made good use of some Mr. S. A. Morse, Dr. Kendrick, Major E. L. Booth, Mr. M. L.
of those he purchased. Each of the soldiers manning the Kane, general manager of the War Savings Campaign, and
three tanks brought from Camp Borden for the War Savings Mr. Harvey Simpson. Mr. Kane made the presentation on
Stamp Sales campaign received one of the certificates as a behalf of Dr. Kendrick. (By Staff Photo=rapher.)

G ooy

Note: Brigadier E. L. Booth, DSO, MiD, ED. KIA, 14 August 1944.
His medals reside in the regiment’s museum.
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The recruitment drives were relentless. The
Canadian Active Service Force, CASF, needed
men, but not just a male body; they wanted
capable men with acquired skills, especially
mechanical. Knowing the horse was gone
and armour was the future, their search was
not unreasonable. Farriers and veterinarians
became forgotten friends.

Realising early on that the pool of trained

mechanics was not inexhaustible, a
mechanical training syllabus was instituted
and retained in Canada and Great Britain for
the entire war. The enlistment officers were
forever challenged to detect in a recruit,
some mechanical ability for development.
Corporal Jim Fisher mentioned above, was a
tool and die maker gainfully employed in
Sarnia. On that basis, he was approached as
a prospective armour recruit; he joined the
Hussars in 1940. While undergoing tank
training in Britain, he was selected for some
advanced instruction in his chosen trade.
How the army expected a trained tool and
die maker to make good use of his skills as a
crew-man in a tank, is a good example of

over exuberance in the selection process.

HGTIVE ARMY 1S

|Nearly 300_Required, of Whom
100 Must Be Tradesmen

MUST  EXERCISE CARE

Enlistment 6ﬂicers Warned To
Be Careful Picking Men

The Canadian Army (Active) is
now recruiting men in this district
and the recruits are being selected
with considerable care for various
units,

At the present time nearly 300
soldiers are required for active
service. The list for. Western On-
tario includes about 120 for the
Royal Canadian Engineers, 20 for
the Royal Canadian Artillery, 65
for infantry formations, 50 for the
Royal Canadian Army Service
Corps, and a smaller number for
the Royal Canadian Ordnance
Corps and Royal Canadian Medical
Corps,

Of the total more than 100 must
be tradesmen. The list of trades-
men required includes carpenters
and joiners, clerks, cooks, concrete
workers, electricians, motor me-
chanics, engine hands, painters, a
tinsmtih, a storeman, fitters and
driver mechanics.

The men are required for almost
Jmmediate enlistment but recruit-
ing officers have been asked to
exercise care in
proper type of men.

It has been pointed out that it
has been necessary to discharge
too many soldiers after a few
months of service by reason of
medical unfitness or inability of
the recruit to make a good soldier.

This has resulted in needless cost
to the Government and waste of
effort in training. Recruiting offi-
cers have been advised that they
should be satisfied that the pros-
pective recruit is mentally and
| morally the type who will make a
good soldier before sending him
| before a medical board.
| The whole story is that the army
needs men and must have men who
are physically fit and mentally
alert, capable of absorbing inten-
sive training and retaining good
common sense in any emergency.

selecting ‘the
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FIRST HUSSARS
5 E-FORNED

Non-Permanent Active Armored
Car Regiment

RECRUIT  EACH . NIGHT

Headquarters and Two Squad-
rons in This City

Formation of the 1st Hussars,
| Non-Permanent Acttve Militia, was
announced here today.

The unit will be commanded by
Lt.-Col. Thomas Sanderson, E.D,,
and will have headquarters and
two squadrons in this city and

one squadron in Exeter.

The 1st Hussars will be located.
in the old Medical School building
at the corner of Waterloo and
York streets and will begin re-

training
parades at the old Medical School
building each Tuesday and Thurs-
day evening and will train in
armored cars as soon as they are
made available by the Govern-
ment.

It will be remembered that the
1st Hussars mobilized here last
September and trained throughout
the winter, going to Camp Borden
early in May, At Camp Borden the
|| 1st Hussars as such were dis-
banded to form the 1st Canadian
Cavalry Regiment (Mechanized).

Now the 1st Hussars is reformer
as an armored car regiment. -
RECRUIT NIGHTLY

The unit will recruit for th
headquarters and two local squac
rons every night at the old Med
cal School or armory annex. It i
"hoped to have the regiment re
cruited to a strength of about 40
within a couple of weeks.

Plans for the formation of ti
squadron at Exeter are also we
advanced and it is expected ths
officers for the unit will be ar
nounced within a short time.

Lt.-Col. Sanderson has been as
sociated with the 1st Hussars fo
many and commanded the
former 1st Hussar ent from
January of 1938 until fall. He
has served as camp com:tandan!
at the Queen's NMark barracks =nd

dian Cavalry Regiment depot.
Requirements for recruits in th
new 1st Hussars Regiment

T

s ~ A

dvers should be valu

" Wide Attention

Success is marking the novel re
cruiting campaign conducted by
special motorized column of th
6th Armored Regiment (1st H
sars) Camp Bordon, which
touring through Southwestern On-

Armored
175 recruits, but on this

ing memw who prefer to join othes
branches of the Active Force.

These three clippings provide good
descriptions of the many recuiting drives
carried out in the regiment’s area.

On the left, the reader learns about some
of the many name changes the Hussars
coped with for the first few years and the
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use of an annex to the Armouries in the old Medical School building at

York and Waterloo Streets.
Squadron is mentioned also.

The Exeter

The article, “Select Group for the Tank
Corps,” indicates that no regiment with an
armour reference was above receiving a
raiding party which had set out from Camp
Borden with the express purpose to find
suitable candidates for tank warfare. The
University of Western Ontario and its C.O.T.C.
programme, came in for special attention.
They were obviously head-hunting for officer
candidates.

In the third article above, the recuiting drive
takes on a more visible presence as convoys
of trucks and motorcycles fan out through
the country to impress the male population
that the mechanized army is exciting, and,
moreover, it offers valuable training which

will be useful after the war.

On this page, we see that Major Robinson
who later in the war became a Brigadier, is in
Exeter showing a film. This colour film
presently in the regiment’s museum archives,

EXETER RESIDENTS
INVITED TO PICTURES

Film of Tank Corps Manoeuvres
To Be Shown Tonight
Colored motion pictures of the
Canadian Armored Corps tanks in
training at Camp Borden will be
presented at a public showing in
the Capitol Theatre, Exeter, to-
night by Major George W.
Robinson, of the 6th Armored

Regiment (1st Hussars).

Although the films, showing sev-
eral phases of tank manouevres,
are primarily for members of the
Exeter squadron of the 1st Hus-
sars (Reserve) Major Robinson has
invited civilians as well to watch
the steel monsters go through their

paces.
The films were taken by Major

Robinson in the past two months
at Camp Borden where daily train-
ing is carried out in waist-deep
snow. One section depicts the tanks
going through intricate formation
manouevres for the benefit of a
New York Times’ cameraman who
made a special trip to Camp Bor-
den last month to record the work
of the Armored Corps.

Major Robinson will be accom-
panied to Exeter by Major Clark
Daly, O. C., of the Exeter squadron,

and will establish a temporary re-
‘cruiting centre in the town hall
| there for such members of the re-
serve unit or civilians who may
| wish to respond to the current re-
cruiting drive for Armored Corps
reinforcements.
| The officer visited this district
last week on a similar. mission and
| reports an excellent response to
the call for Armored Corps rein-
forcements necessitated by the re-
cent formation of this unit.

Also here from Camp Borden to
| recruit men for the corps is Major
F. W. K. Bingham, who will give
details of the call to men in the
St. Thomas district during the
next week.

shows the Hussars blasting through Canadian snow drifts in WWI
Renault tanks at a blistering 5 MPH. If these pictures appeared in the
New York Times paper in neutral USA, one can only imagine how they



- war was declared.
. played an integral part in the life of London
- and The Free Press believes that this historic
. regiment should be known under its original

= The London First Hussars
At the outbreak of the war the First
Hussars, a senior London unit with a proud
record, was mobilized. Horsed cavalry units
were not required for this war, and the First
Hussars became a mechanized regiment.
Squadrons from the Lord Strathcona’s Horse
(Royal Canadian) and the Royal Canadian
Dragoons were later united with the Hussars
and this composite unit named the First Cana-

dian Cavalry Regiment (Mechanized), incor- ‘

porated in the First Canadian Armored
Brigade. The men of the Hussars went to
Camp Borden last May and have been training
there ever since. '

Now the men of the Dragoons and Lord
Strathcona’s Horse have been withdrawn to
reform ranks with their units, retaining their
identification and their old names., But the
Hussars are still khown as the First Canadian
Cavalry Regiment (Mechanized).

We hope that the Hussars have appealed to
Ottawa to be allowed to assume again their
historic name.
has sent, for its population, as many recruits
as London and yet there is no regiment on
active service which bears a distinetly London
name or represents this city in the mobilized
forces,

The Hussars are proud of their past record
and justly so. They were first organized as
long ago as 1872 and there has not been a war
in which Canada has played a part since then
to which the Hussars have not contributed
their share. In the last war they were an
integral part of the Canadian Light Horse,
under command of Col. Ibbotson Leonard, of
this city,

The First Hussars for nearly 70 years have
been prominent in military circles under this
name and, too, it was as the First Hussars
that the regiment was mobilized just before
The First Hussars have

name, a name long associated with this city.

. A return to the name of First Hussars would

be a popular move and would give recognition
to a regiment with fine traditions and to a |
city well known for its patriotic spirit, j

Probably no city in Canada |

(6]

sent a shiver of fear up the back of
Rommel as his Panzers blasted
their way across North Africa in
modern tanks.

In January 1940, the regiment

suffered the indignity of losing its
time honoured name. In exchange
for First Hussars (note: this is the
regiment’s proper name, NOT 1%
Hussars) they became: the First
Canadian Cavalry Regiment
(Mechanized) or abreviated: 1 CCR
(M).

This article apparently initiated by

the Free Press on their own,
appeals to Ottawa, aka - red
tabbed officers at NDHG - to

correct their misdeed and give
back the regiment’s proper name.

To correct this insult in the words
of the LFP “...would be a popular
move and would give recognition
to a regiment with fine traditions
and to a city well known for its

patriotic spirit.” (It would be a good plan to repeat today to re-establish
“First” as the only ligitimate regiment’s name.)

HODIE NON CRAS
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Morale Booster or Propaganda?

These articles posted in the London Free Press, apparently in the war’s
earliest stages, present for the reader the rather difficult task of
developing an answer to the question posed in the above heading. The
audience for these pieces fall into distinct but related categories: First,
the most obvious - the enlisted man in the Armoured Corps to boost his
confidence. Next, the families of these men extending to the
population at large who must together support not just these tank
men, but support the entire war effort. The extended purpose was one
of recruitment: impress the civilian man to join up.

-~

~ TROOPS IN SOUTH OF ENGLAND

*. N R vy 3 -
- MEN OF THE HUSSARS were inspected by Canada’s Minister of National Defence, -
. Colonel the Hon. J. L. Ralston, in the South of England, on Wednesday. With Colonei g
¥4 ton are Lieut.-General A. G. L. McNaughton; Lieut.-General Kenneth Stuart and
!ﬁor-qema; E. W. Sansom and senior %&@b‘f of a Canadian Armoured- Division. -~
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The page (1) picture, taken in England, is ultimately what was achieved
— a full compliment of tankers in the First Hussars.

As an aid for answering the question outlined above, these three
articles below should help, but first —an examination of the facts.

In the first article:

“Britain  Prepared..” | BRITAIN PREPARED TO EQUIP
wherein  the author | TANK BRIGADE FROM CANADA

assures the Canadian “More Divisions of C;‘l]:&;swéc;;:‘l:{cre the Better,” Says

reader that our troops General—Provision of Food for Troops
Presents No Problem

will be well received p L 4 LBl

London, April 15-1’CPl—Licm.-1 into consideration when equipment

. Gen. Sir Wilfrid Lindsell, in charge|is being distributed, since forces on
W|th |Ots Of good food of administration, home forces, in-| the war fronts get first call.

dicated today that the war office is| Sir Wilfrid, speaking to war cor-

ready to equip the Canadian tank|respondents, said the volume of

and numerous tanks on jbrigudc when it comes to Englandlarmy supplies is “quite satisfactory”

to join the Canadian corps. | and the scale of reserves complete.

The brigade is expected in this| Regarding the food situation in

country this year. Asked if it couIdIBrilain. he said additional troops

get tanks quickly if it came without| from Canada would not place a

hand for their use - bull,

them, he said: “The Canadians|burden on the army’s food supplies.
bUH and more bUIl. would get tanks if they needed| All the food requirements, in addi-|
them.” | tion to gasoline and other everyday

He said priority is one of the|needs of the Canadians, could be

From the outset’ war questions which has to be takenfn.wt.

time Britain underwent
food rationing. The U-Boats were severing Britain’s life-line to the world
from where extra food stuffs necessary to sustain body and soul, had
always come from. Additionally, the cross Channel, European source
after Dunkirk, was kaput. It was all up to the British people to feed
themselves and now with the influx of foreign troops, they were faced
with feeding thousands more. Brussel sprouts anyone?

Tanks? Britain’s early tank arsenal was not large and it certainly wasn’t
formidable, not against the Germans’ tactics of blitzkrieg. The fall of
France and Dunkirk served as step one for adopting new tactics and
designing better equipment. Step two in lesson learning for the
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beleaguered British Armoured Corps, was again at their expense
against the better tanks and tactics of Erwin Rommel in North Africa.

All new British production by necessity went to replenish the tanks lost
in North Africa, and the loss wasn’t only to German fire power. British
tanks, under gunned, under armoured and poor mechanically, meant
their disproportioned losses
only increased the need to
bypass the

Canadians for the imperative

BRITAIN’S SPEEDIEST TANKS £
HAVE (;ANADIANS AS DRIVERS

enthusiastic

Nazis HavemNothing Like!| POLICE CYCLES ‘OUT’

need to resuppl
pply  the war New Craier Type in || STREETS TOO ROUGH
zone. As a result, the Axction frattic Tnspector Dunn has
—_— ordered his motorcycles off the

streets, fearing they would be
badly damaged by the bumps.
Some were showing signs of the
|| rough roads and he thought just
as much could be accomplished
by putting his men on foot and
directing traffic. “There’s no
speeders to check and driving as
a whole has been very good,”

EQUIPMENT BETTER

equipping was piecemeal until
fresh

By ROSS MUNRO
Somewhere in England, Dec. 5—
(CP)—In recent months British fac-
tories have turned out tanks and

guns which surpass anything ever

supplies became

available, and where did they
come from? — Canada! The
the first near
modern tank the Canadians
were the
Shermans arrived much later.
One they
braved the North Atlantic in
the winter of 1941 when food
and equipment at home was
in abundance? C’est la guerre.

Ram was
issued until

wonders  why

The next Free Press article is

certainly not Bull. The reader may best want to assign it

iﬂgadron staged a modern “charge

| used in battle by British units. From he said. “We had five or six
{Canada and other emplre countries|| summonses g0 through this
also has come some of the newest morning. An average day is

between 150 and 200 and often
a lot more, Some of the police
motorcycle officers are still rid-
ing, but only those working out
of the divisions where it was
found absolutely necessary.
Motorcycles are used to deliver
summonses but these have
reached a record low for the
year,

| war equipment.
Many Nazi principles of mechan-
{zed warfare have been copied and
| vastly improved upon. The new
cguipment includes light -tanks, |
cruiser tanks and ponderous vehicles |
of enormous tonnage. |
British officers said many of the
tanks are better than the Nazis |
have yet devised and new mobile |
guns provide fire power never be- |
{:’cr%uz%htlﬁ:,c::::ﬂ ;?era\?le;ms to ‘ of the light brigade” that would put
The tank Amon ke amon'g the the r_vld cavalry to shame for
Zarts ? ey terrorizing the enemy.
keenest in the whole military set-| “mpyo cynner in our crew was Sgt
;'pl. M]oig.‘ of tl);m e ;hon{ pl(‘n.v_cr-l H. A. Scott of Winnipeg. In another
e SO(.lCrS Who speas R c?blnlca | tapk was Sgt. W. J. Trump, also of
{ar;';nn almost gncomprchcnsl g m;\\"innipvg. These and other Can-
"]"3‘“'"' }'rmned in another branch of| 2 4ians throughout the armored units
the Bepv e are carrying out responsible duties.
Takes Bumpy Ride | “Push you're foot down and make
For a spine-thrilling ride, climb | her move,” the commander shouted
into one of the new cruiser tanks | through the Joudspeaker to the
—the {fastest in the world—and | driver.
hurtle down a bumpy hill. It has The machine gathered the mo-
the breath-taking quality of a bob- | mentum of a runaway locomotive
sled taking a hairpin turn on one and smashed down on the target
| near the base of the hill. The

runner.
At a demonstration of these latest squadron roared along behind.
tanks I drove in a downhill | Suddenly Sgt. Scott swung the

manouevre with a famous British | gun turret in simulated firing ac-
regiment. tion and the whole world turned

Flanked by other tanks, the | turtle like the sensation you get
in a “snap-the-whin” in 2 midwav

under the

column — Morale Booster. For the First Hussars on D-Day and all
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Canadian soldiers whenever committed, they proved themselves as

excellent, determined troops.

Still,

the author can’t

resist the temptation to overstate the

preparedness of Britain, and, therefore, how completely Canadians

would be equipped to do battle against the experienced foe. In the end,

the Canadians entered battle as British trained and largely equipped in

British style except for their tanks which were American Shermans.

|LIST CANADIANS WITH BEST

®
Hitting  Power of British{ |
Home Forces Shown by 4
y

Manoeuvres *« .*

|“INVASION' REPELLED

| Somewhere in England, March 6| |
‘| —(CP)—Potent hitting power of the|
|| British army's new armored divi-| |
sions in England is growing daily.| |
A stream of new tanks and armored | |
vehicles pours from factories to
strengthen the steel backbone of the| =

home forces.

These armored units are Britain's| §
ace weapon to ceunter-attack an| §

invading force and every reliance is
placed in the tanks. The Canadian

Army Tank Brigade and Armored
Division, coming overseas this year,
will be a welcome addition.

“This war is going to be tanks,
tanks, tanks, and I maintain the
Canadians, from what we have seen
of them here, will be probably the

best tank fighters in the world,”| |

one colonel remarked.

* Signals Like Football ‘Teams . '|:§

In recent weeks armored units
fought - mimic battles against .in-
vasion in several sections of Eng-
land, tuning up their caterpillar
juggernauts and running through
secret signals like finalist football
teams. With Lieut.-Col. G Le Q.
Martel, new commander of the
Royal Armored Corps, as a spec-
tator, one crack armored division
struck at the “enemy” on the coast
in a full-dress attack. Men from
Canadian armored units, completing
their tank training with British
regiments, participated.

Most . realistic training battle of

the winter, it showed conclusively |,
the annihilating power of the divi-

TV NE J VIS WAL U SRR e

TANK FIGHTERS IN WORL

sion, once it got moving, Briti
officers said.
“Invaders” Routed

A British rifle brigade and a ligh
tank brigade, acting as the invade
were routed when the division r
 spearheads through ‘the lines a
fanned out in mushroom-bull
fashion.

The Canadian Army Co-operati
Squadron reconnoitred for the d
fenders and the 1st Canadian Div
'sion took over the ground won,

Gen. Martel, an inventive geni
who built the world's first lig
tank in his private garage, watch
the division roll past. This offic
championed the cause of armor
divisions for years and now is seei
the success of his campaign.

Taken together,
Canadians borrowed
something else from
the Brits. The British
have always prided
themselves as a
people who know
how to muddle
through somehow.

Rule Britannia!
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The article above is probably from late 1941. The invasion of Britain is
off because Herr Hitler thought it was a good idea to invade Russia.
Whoops! Or maybe he heard that the First Hussars would be in Britain
by December?

One British Colonel upon reviewing the Canadians, opined, “..|
maintain the Canadians, from what we have seen of them here, will be
probably the best tank fighters in the world.” He mistakenly said
“probably.” Hell!l Who is to say we weren’t?

HODIE NON CRAS
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D-Day June 6, 1944 to Caen:

When the huge Allied Army came into view off the coast of Normandy,
the German defenders began to quake with fear, but with nowhere to
run to they had to fight and fight they did. The next surprise appearing
before them off the Canadian designated shore line, Juno Beach, was
the floating Duplex Drive Sherman M4A2 floating tank, the DD Tank as
it was called. This tank was devised as an essential part of that day’s
strategy to have the tanks land on the beach ahead of the all too
vulnerable infantry. The plan was to assault and eliminate the beaches’
fire power allowing the infantry a better chance of survival - the success
varied.

The following 8 pages pertain to D-Day. Pages # 9 on, contain various
battle descriptions as the war raged on; June 11 in particular.

Some sank:
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Good Shooting: Read # 1
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_ Major F. E. White, Calgary, walked
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1

een fought by a unit which oper-
ted with the crack western in-
aniry brigade of the Canadian 3rd
ivision in a dramatic thrust from
he beaches of Courseulles to the |
ayeux-Caen highway. I
Two squadrons of tanks went in
n the initial D-Day assault at
ourseulles and tanks from each

quadron engaged beach defences at
xiremely close range as soon as
they landed. Somectimes {he range
as only 20 yards, with the tanks
closing right in on gun casements
and pillboxes. .
Second in command of a squadron
which landed west of the inlet at
Courseulles, Capt. Jake Powell of
London, Ont.. shot up one huge con-

tank up cloge over the sands and
banging 75-mm. shells through the
gun slits. His tank received four
hits, but the western infantry had
had a ‘¢hdance by then to. break
through the wire and tremch gystems
and encircle the casement, Seven-
teen Germans surrendered and the
vest of the garrison was dead in-
side.

Powell and his erew got into an-
other tank after theirs was disabled
and kept going.

Toronto Officer There

This assault squadron was com-
manded by Major W, D, Brooks,
Brantford. Another squadron, com-
manded by Major D'Arcy Marks,
Toronto, also came in on this beach
after the first wave touched down.

‘There was difficulty finding exit
from the beach, but the colonel and

along the beach and finally located
one. Several armored cars sent
through first were knocked out in
the dunes and blocked roads which
were mined on both sides.

. Exit through the dunes had been
cleared despite enemy shell and
mortar fire for the two squadrons
and headquarters held up on the
beach. So Lieut, G. W. (Rep) Gor-
don of Orillia was ordered to blow
the armored cars out of the way.
In his tank he charged at full speed
across the minefield and cleared an
exit. He didn't get a scrateh.

Another squadron commanded

by Maj. W. J. Duncan of London,| In addition, this unit has support-
Ont.,, cleaned up Courseulles with ed many infantry attacks by shell-
the infantry and then advanced|ing pill-boxes, concrete emplace-
straight south through fields just ments and fortified houses.
west of the River Mue. North of
Thaon, the squadron ran into con-|Jy Scott of Lindsay, has seen more
cealed 88's and suffered some losses. | action than the others and its guns

crele emplacement by waddling his | &

Lieut. Tim Mills, 21, of Toronto,
has a personal score to settle with
German E-boats in the English
Channel, His brother, Mike, was
killed in a running battle with 11
of them in the fail of 1941 while
commanding a British motor gun-
boat. Mills is gunnery officer
aboard the new frigate HM.CS.
Wentworth and likes it, but his
ambition still is to take his
brother's piace In the M.G.B. flo-|
tilla, The young officer was a
student at the University of Toronto
before he joined the navy.

considerable, too, But the 3rd di-
vision's commander, Maj.-Gen, R.
¥. L. Keller, assured the tanks and
infantry that their gallant effort and
sacrifice killed a strong German
counter-blow which might have en-
dangered the whole Canadian posi-
tion.

An anti-tank unit of Royal Cana-
dian Artillery has been battling in
the front line with the Canadian
3rd Division ever since th: beach
assault. In two weeks it has knock-
ed out nine German tanks.and pos-
sibly destroyed five more.

A battery commanded by Maj. E.|

However, they closed with the guns | haye accounted for all the tanks.

and knocked out eight,
Clear Out Snipers

Sergt. Herman Dumas of Quebec
City is No. 1 man or. a gun which

Regimental headquarters and re- | destroyed five.
connaissance {roops of light tanks| Once things got so warm that

commanded. by Lieut. W. A, A

llowed up the

Dumas decided he wouldn't have

Smith of Toronto fo

his crew so exgqsed= ' He put a shell
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From D-Day to Caen, June 6 to 11 - Regiment’s “Black Day”

Read # 1

and the names of many
ent's personnel (in-
oners) dead and

engraved on Canada’'s |

- Into Hun Jaws
Fresh from the bloodz beach-
m':! Normandy, where the
} ties of the regiment
won u ted praise from the

Read # 2 Winipes Hofies, 8" Sapadoon
of th. Hussars jammed its tanks

into the very jaws of a forming
Boche counter-attack to abolish

Read # 3

“B” Squadron Erases Threat
Annihilati

ment.

From the instant their treads
hit the sands at Courseulles, the
tanks of the 1st Hussars were in
the thick of bitter, and
costly action. Czpt. John Powell,
a Londoner, hurled- his tank into
the teeth ot an enormous con-

rete and
lt by hfuting T5-mm.  shells
through its gun slits. Powell's
tank received four shells on the
nose, but the infantry had then
had time to sweep through the
barbed wire and trenches and
. gather up the 17 live Germans
whom Powell's guns had left.
The captain’s feat has been ac-
knowledged with the award to
him of the Military Cross.

'.I.'he ba.ch uourod. the Hus-

and Winnipeg Rifles

hnd to nnd a.n exit through the
heavily mined dunes to carry the
battle inshore. One was found,
and ‘armored cars were sent
(Continued on Page 8, Col. 1)

tho threat at the cost of the

the individual and collective cour- = ies and by an

INTO THE VERY JAWS OF FORMING GERMAN Am RIDD mm)ox-s OWN 18'].‘ BU&ARS

now is the full story of the hero- | ment of an!eyewitness and par-
ism and unparalleled courage of | ticipant in the action, who, in

been f the ognlﬂuw.” =~
awarding of decorations to the The bare facts of the official
officer commanding and three | account of the June 11 en,
other officers of the London | ment have now been amplified | fire of the Atlantic Wall defenci
regiment, but the full measure of by uent newspaper stor-

eyew|
previously received passing men- | age of the men in the regiment | count oouufned in a letter writ-
on in news dispatches, but only ' is best told in the succinct com- | ten by a Londoner, Capt. O, G.

“Hussar Day” being told. relating some of the incidents of | to his sister here. Capt. Ston
Official recognition of the hero- | that dty. says: then a lieutenant, was wound
ism disp! by the Hussars on ch goes to show a holl of | in the right leg during the
and the devastating bat- alototguulldhpluod war | tion.
tle a few days later, has recent- | without ever getting much rec- From the dawn of D-day, wh

“Stoner, son of Dr. O. C. Ston
weu-known London veterinarial

the Hussars spilled their m
anized power onto the litte
beachhead under the murderol

to the heat of the June 11 batt
itness ac-  under the snouts of ambush
German artillery, the officel
and men of the regiment fo
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~Ist Hussars in Saga of Sacrifice at Caen

+ ed by Lieut. Bill Gordon, of

{Continued from Page One)

through the opening, only to be
knocked out on the blocked roads
beyond, Lieut, “Bill” Gordon, of
Orillia, was ordered to clear a
way, With his tank in high gear,

Gordon charged across the mine-
field at top speed, to clear a

. G. STONER

pagsage for the armor and fin-
fantry — and to emerge without
& scratch,

Londoner Lends Support

Another squadron of the Hus-
sars, commanded by Major W,
J. Duncan, aléo a Londoner, came
in from the sea in their landing
craft on the crest of a heavy
swell to lend support to the in-
fantry of the Royal Winnipeg
Rifles. Decisions made by Dun-
can in the hell of those first
few hours have been largely
credited with the success of the
landing on the beach east of
Courseulles Inlet,

To “A” Squadron of the Hus-
gars, commanded by Major Dud-
ley Brooks, of Brantford, goes
the credit for overwhelming the
beach defences on another sector
of the front — and the Distin-
guished Service Order, which he
has recently been awarded.

The intrepidity and courage of
the entire regiment in those un-
certain hours of D-day can best
be summed ur in the tribute of
the commanding officer of the
Winnipeg Rifles:

“In the assault on the beach
defences, . . “A” Squadron, com=
manded by Major Dudley Brooks,
merall{ made possible the over~
whelming of the defences. . .
Had it not been for the gallant~
ry, determination, dash and skil-
ful use of fire power on the part
of Major Brooks and his squad-
ron, it is conceivable that my
battalion’s casualties, . ., would
have been much heavier and the
capture of the beachhead greatly

delayed,

Major Stuart Duncan
“During: the advance inland
both “B” and “C” squadrons, 1st
Hussars, when asked for assist-

ance neutralizing enemy mas
eh!hd‘}n

s at Banville and Ste.

4
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¢+ has been written than that pen-
ned by Capt, Stoner after he had
recovered from the shrapnel
wound in his right knee that was
his personal souvenir of the en-
gagement, Capt, Stoner tells the
story as follows:

“The night of June 10 we
moved up after dark to an as-
sembly position some two miles
from known German ?osluom.
We camouflaged ourselves, dug
in and managed to grab about
an hour's sleee before Orders.
Group started in the morning.

Ambitious Task

“Our task was an ambitious
one, With three companies of
infantry our regiment was to
advance some six miles, which
entailed capturing about three
small towns, all of which were
occupied by German troops.
Enemy Panther and Tiger
tanks were also reported in
the district. Due to the open
nature of the ground recon-
naissance was nearly impos-
sible and our information of
enemy minefields, etc, was
rather scanty,

“At any rate, phase one of
the attack was to consist of
“B" Squadron, 1st Hussars,
plus one company, Queen's
Own_ Rifles, to proceed from
our last held position, a tiny
town called Norrey en Bessin,
to the next town southwest
called Le Mesuil Patri. They
werg to clean out and consoli-
date the town whilst my squad-
ron, commanded by ajor
D'Arcy Marks, of Toronto, was
to move on their left flank and

anks. At 1230 In the morning
“B" Squadron, commanded by
Major Harry Harrison, 24-
year-old Montreal squadron

C.0, crossed the starting line,

CAPT, J. 8. DUNCAN

which was the main Bayeux-
Caen railway line, “C” Squad-
ron, of which I was acting sec-
ond « in - command, followed
them. When we reached Nor-
rey en Bessin our own mine=
works caused all the tanks to
move in single file through the
sunken road which led through
the ruins of the town, On
reaching the outskirts of the
hamlet we came upon the bleak
om plain which was the be-

ing of No Man's Land.

bout a mile and a half away

rotect them from enemy

Orillia, and Lieut, Bill McCor~
mack, of Galt, were doing lots
of firing. We were badly out«
numbered and our enemy was
well hidden. Bill McCormack
lost all three of his tanks and
the other troops were badly
deleted. Bill Gordon exhausted
all his ammo, then began fer-
rying wounded infantry back
to the town in our rear, Which

CAPT. DON MILLER

goes to show a hell of a lot of
guts is displayed in war with-
out ever getting much recog-
nition,

“At any rate, I was now
without tank, and reduced for
all purposes to an infantry-
man, I made my way back to

the squadron O.C's tank and
gave him what information I
had. Nothing new had been
heard for some time from “B”
Squadron- — the C.0. decided
to try to take up positions on
the high ground to our rear
and t%hto hold the enemy at-
tack. e move back through
the town was a nightmare —
the road, only wide enough for
one vehicle, was jammed with
vehicles, hit by shell fire, Far-
ther up one of our own tanks
had blown a track on a mine
and was completely blocking
the road. The second-in-com-
mand of the regiment with
the intelligence officer, Capt.
Don Miller, of London, found
a path for the tanks through
our own minefields and led
the remaining tanks back to
the intended positions.

“By now mortar fire and
machine-gun fire was added
to the enemy shelling, 1 was
dismounted and with a few
others was trying to clear
away the traffic mix-up so our
tanks could get through. I
came back on about the last
vehicle — a scout car which
was left in the town, It was
then 1 realized for the first
time that I had something the
matter with my leg. At any
rate, to cut a long story short,
we held up the attack but at
a high cost, When we finally
withdrew to regroup that
night we found none of the
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defences. . . A" Squndroxi. €0

manded by Major Dudley Brooks,
made possible the over=
of the defences, . .
Had it not been for the gallant~
ry, determination, dash and ‘skils
z‘ower on the part

and his squad-

literall
whelming

ful use of fire
of Major Brool

Major Stuart Duncan

,'D,dmp the advance inland
L

, ‘

"6" Bquidron,

- h!!t‘lt:%ly crossing  suspected
- minefi and in the face of
~ known anti-tank fire, makin

' 't:;mon‘tl{ﬂ.sux
“Time

CAPT. JOHN POWELL

tribute to their
and cool daring
that the heat and speed of
action prevented recognition
consequent comment on the
“tions of troop commanders

stated  without

ould be displayed than

ment.”
’ Ahead of Infantry

- reg

ﬂgbtlng.
sance for

ut  snipers as

ron, it is conceivable that my
battalion's casualties, . . would
m"t. hcor; g\‘ucg hol:l‘:’m(.l nmdttl};

ure of the beachhead grea
myod.

! used their
power with complete dis-
regard for their own safety, un=

gul_blcw the advance of “D"
mpany through Banville and
sugporung “A” Com-

‘the Ste, Croix ob-

n throughout
D-day, wlthout«thouzht of their

own safety or state of fatigue,
these squadrons of the 6th Ca-
“madian - Armored  Regiment (st

. Hussars) came to the assistance
~ of this battalion. In paying high
allantry, skill 4
t is regretted

individual crew commanders. It
hesitation,
however, that no higher degree
of courage or calculated daring

shown by every commander and
. sub-unit  of thisg gallant regi-

By the evening of D-day, even
ental headquarters of the
Hussars had had its share of the
H.Q. and a reconnais-
ce of light tanks, were
following up the main advance,

@) plain which was ! be-
my i ﬁw of No Man's Land.
e | & qonse. "tnicket

the
and
acs
and

that

+We
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CAPT, J. S. DUNCAN

which was the main Bayeux-
Caen rallwag line, “C” Squad-
ron, of which T was acting sec-
ond = in - command, followed
them., When we reached Nor-
rey en Beasin our own mine-
works caused all the tanks to
move in single file through the
sunken road which led through
the ruins of the town. On
reaching the outskirts of the
hamlet we came upon th{h bleak

W of the whole
However, “B" Squadron -
“ing the infantry on the m
of their tanks, proceeded
straight acrose the plain in the
direction of their objective.
As the tanks dlufpund into
the woods at the far edgo. my
squadron began its eploy~
ment out to the left, keeping
a sharp outlook for enemy
armor,

Dick Wildgoose Reports

“Then, over the wireless,
came the reports from the
rear link captain of “B" Squad-
ron, Dick ildgoose, another
Londoner, that they were held
up by enemy fire, In a few
minutes it became obvious they
were heing ambushed from the
woods and orchards. As we
moved forward to assist them
we were fired on by enemy
tanks from the left flank. To
all outward anunncu the
left seemed clear - but the
enemy with his long-range
tank guns was engaging us.
from cover behind a hill on
our flank, We took up what
positions we could and pre-
pared to meet his attack with
the few infantry who were
with us, However, we were
very much in the open and
many of our tanks were hit,

“The report then came over
the wireless it might be friend-
ly tanks firing at us, who
might have mistaken us for
enemy. So I put up our recog-
nition flag on the wireless mast
and advanced forward out to
the left. I had gone about a
few hundred yards when we
were hit in the front of the

There was no mistake now. It

and a few minutes later an-
6ther round hit the turret and
the tank went up in !lamq-.

Badly Outnumbered
“By now, enemy artillery

they

tank by an 88 millimetre shell..

5 o

" by the high comma

e re
the intended positions,
“By now mortar fire and |
machine-gun  fire was added
to the enemy shelling, 1 was |
dismounted and with a few
others was trying to clear
away the traffic mix-up so ou#
tanks could get through, I
came back on about the last
vehicle — a scout car which
was left in the town, It was
then I realized for the first
time that I had something the
matter with my !lg At any
rmhto cut a long story short,
we held up the attack but at
a high cost. When we finally

Lot

:?:_ tanks, Ou !
casualty was Bill ck,
‘who had his right leg badly
hit, but had been pulled by
two men of his crew for over
a mile of shell fire.

“There were a lot of London
boys in the squadron that was
wiped out, but they fought
like hell and were given cro;llt
or
breaking up what might have
been a very serious break-
through by the enemy.

“It's rather interesting to
note that the objective our
regiment had set out to take
was captured Jess than a week
Jater by the British, but this
time more than a full division
went into the push.”

The ferocity of the fight that
thundered all that afternoon
over the fields and orchards of
the Hun ambush is attested by
news stories subse uently  dis~

atched by Ross Munro, Cana-

jan Press war correspondent,
when he sald “there were few
fights on the whole beachhead as
bitter as this one.”

Dismounted tank crews and
infantry came to grips with the

in hand-to-hand encoun-

enemy
" ters. In addition to artillery,

heavy tank guns and machine
guns, grenades, pistols, knives
and bayonets were used as the
tide of battle swayed back and
forth. The bloody action was
ended when both sides withdrew
simultaneously, the Hun with
what were officially character-
jzed as “very heavy” losses and
the Canadians minus the gal-
lant “B"” Squadron, 1st Hussars.
The extent of the blow to the
ranks of the Hussars from the

A

“statement t was
there that up until now (July
20) most of our casualties were
suffered.” \

Capt. Stoner's personal “sequel |
to the June 11 battle was the 36-
hour sleep he enjoyed when he
was put aboard the boat that
took him back to England for
medical treatment: :

v woke for a few minutes on
several occasions while. they
stuck needles into me and plied
me with hot tea — I can honest-
ly say 1 was completely —ex-
hausted,” Capt. Stoner concludes
his letter to his sister, Miss E.
Marguerite Stoner,
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Read # 6

minutes it became obvious they
were being ambushed from the
woods and orchards. As we
moved forward to assist them
~we were fired on by enemy
tanks from the left flank. To
all outward appearances the
left seemed clear — but the
enemy with his long-range
tank guns was engulnf us
from cover behind a hill on
our flank. We took up what
positions we could and pre-
pared to meet his attack with
the few infantry who were
_with us. However, we were
very much in the open and
many of our tanks were hit.
“The report then came over
the wireless it might be friend-
ly tanks firing at us, who
might have mistaken us for
enemy. So I put up our recog-
nition flag on the wireless mast
and advanced forward out to
the left. I had gone about a
few hundred yards when we
; were hit in the front of the
CAPT. JOHN POWELL tank by an 88 millimetre shell. .
There was no mistake now. It

own safety or state of fatigue, all :
lese squadrons of the 6th Ca- | .3 _enony. .:W‘v. all right. | GO -Gapt.
'&dhm ‘mménmh‘? Gt 1 We baled out of our Sherman '%E%e t‘;m:nm t( }v“?;

Hussars) came to the assistance and a few minutes later an.
of this battalion. In paying high gﬁg’iuﬁ‘“géﬂ' :h °l:m;‘l':tm::‘d
tribute to their gallantry, skill ; P e
:‘_‘n;lt ct:ol . ::.rlng dt is ;egrtettgd Badly Outnumbered
e heat and speed of the “

action prevented recognition and By now, enemy artillery
consequent comment on the ac- i S 3
‘tions of troop commanders and
individual crew commanders. It
ig stated without hesitation,
however, that no higher degree
of courage or calculated daring
could be displayed than that
shown by every commander and
- sub-unit of this gallant regi-

ment.”
¢ Ahead of Infantry
By the evening of D-day, even
regimental headquarters of the
Hussars had had its share of the
fighting. H.Q. and a reconnais-
sance force of light tanks, were
following up the main advance,
clearin out snipers as they
went along, when H.Q. suddenly
discovered they were ahead of
the infantry, the fact being em-
hasized by the shells of a Hun
f.-am, gun. H.Q. wasn't stump-
ed, however. They plowed into
t swn, uecirasnig at and elim-
~ fnating some machine-gun posts
" as well. Among the officers par-
ticipating ‘in this unscheduled
encounter were two Londoners,
Lieut. Don Miller, who is now a
captain and adjutant of the regi-
ment, and Lieut. Grant Davy.

Capt. Stoner Tells Story CAPT. RICHARD WILDGOOSE

" But all this action was only had got our range and shells
prelude to the rather terrible | were falling ck and fast
~ magnificence of the regiment's among the tanks. By now the
m;’pr engagement at Norrey en enemy tanks were exposin,
Bessin on June 11, No better ac- themselves a bit more, an
_count.. of that' glory-packed day our Ntorward troops, command-

-

sy

Mentioned above: Captain (Major) HARRISON, Reginal Henry, PoW, 11

went into the push.”

The ferocity of the fight that
thundered all that afternoon
Ker the fields and orchards of

e Hun ambush is attested by
news stories subsequently dis-
patched by Ross Munro, Cana~
dian Press war correspondent,
when he said “there were few
fights on the whole beachhead as
bitter as this one.”

infantry came to grips with the
enemy in hand-to-hand encoun-
‘ters. In addition to artillery,

tide of battle swayed back and
forth. The bloody action was
ended when both sides withdrew
simultaneously, the Hun wi
what were officially character-
jzed as “very heavy” losses and
the Canadians minus the gal-
lant “B” Squadron, 1st Hussars.
The extent of the blow to the

20) most of our casualties were
suffered.” .

Capt. Stoner's personal -sequel
to the June 11 battle was the 36-
hour sleep he enjoyed when he
was put aboard the boat that
took him back to England for
medical treatment: ‘

“I woke for a few minutes on
several occasions while. they
stuck needles into me and plied
me with hot tea — I can honest-
ly say I was completely ex-
hausted,” Capt. Stoner concludes
his letter to his sister, Miss I.
Marguerite Stoner,

e e Sale R

|

June 1944, “B” Squadron Commander. Escaped execution.

ranks of the ,Hu;,ur,s from the

time more than a full division

Dismounted tank crews and |

heavy tank- guns and machine
guns, grenades, pistols, knives
and bayonets were used as the
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From June 11 to War’s End
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13 Hussar

BY J. BURKE MARTIN
Press War Correspondent
OLLAND, March 9 — (By
Bomber Mail) — Historians
will add the name of the little
theast

cord the
honors
6th

Lanks

(4]

‘1 opple

Londoners Tell Free Press
Writer of Charge Which
Won Keppeln

as “like something out of Holly-
wood.”

Keppeln lies on an open plain
some 12 miles east of the Rhine.
Insignificant in size, it com-~
manded the approaches to roads

Naz1 Dastion,

only 13 tanks in service, Majo
Powell got brief notice that h

with support from a Maritim
infantry regiment, Before the at
tack commenced, the regimen
occupied a position on h:g
ground 1,500 yards north of

village. Its every move was unde
observation.‘ e

Early in the afternoon, after

Regiment, needed by the advancing Cana- | ghort and intensive artillery ba
merly London's dians. The Hun knew this, of | yage, Major Powell lgiy thy
1st Hussars. course, and Keppeln was well | attack. tank was driven by

Only a do fortified. Its defences included Trooper Wilf Bowecott, also o
_even on a big the Nazis’ justly-famed Tiger | London and one of the regiment’
‘map, eppeln & tanks, self-propelled 75's and | “lq originals.” In a wide-ope

a whole arsenal of ' Bazookas
and machine guns. Manning these
were the pick of the Wehrmacht,
the fanatical paratroopers who
have made Canadians pay for
every yard .they.have' taken.,

the size of Dela- #
ware. In the bit-

ter fighting to- J. B. Martin
ward the Xanten salient it fell
to one understrength squadron
of this regiment, a squadron
commanded by Major John W.
Powell, M.C., of London, in a
brilliant dasl\ described to me

Keppeln had to be taken.
Only one of the regiment’s squad- | ed, their heavy guns pul
rons was available, and it had _(Conti?ued on Page 2, Col. 3)

A\

1D FIUSSar I anns
(Continued from Page One)

Note: The Trooper mentioned | """
Major Powell's tank stuck in
a shell crater. He and his W

bailed out, After s up
situation, with mortar 1ls
bullets whistling" past,

in the story as the tank’s
driver, became -

L/Corporal Wilf BOWCOTT,

A 533, KIA, 14 April 45.
Buried Holten War Cemetery
Netherlands.

Prior to the war he worked

at L & P Barrel and lived at 520

MAJOR POWELL
got back into his sitting-d
target

Egerton St.

and directed the attac!
wireless. Some of the ta

ey ap)
ing a few of their own troops in




~ never
10-day

harder than

 give-and

-take
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hich his senior officers _still
talk with awe. It was officers
like Lieut. Eggo who inspired
their men te stick it out for
more than a week with little or
no sleep. They lived in their
Shermans day and night until it
seemed that the b point
was near. But the .6th CAR.

fought on, and on the records

today is the fact that every ob-

- jective given them was taken,

Lieut. Eggo's outstanding per-
formance came uring action

- which preceded the penetration

of the Hochwald, It was his
first battle with the regiment.
His squadron was to approach
the hamlet, of Keppeln, on the
inner rim of the last Siegfried
defences, then outflank the town
and blast its defences while in-
fantry moved in for the clean-up.

The squadron charged on Kep-
peln over open ground, through
intense mortar and artillery
fire. Fields were heavily mined,
infantry were dug in at the
town’s edge. So heavy was the
opposition that by the time the

s

Germans Off His °
ences Opposition
| was still mobile. Others ha

gone up on mines or been im=
mobilized by deadly ‘fire from |
German 88's.

v * %
Left alone, Eggo fought on.
His job was to reach Keppeln,
knock out what gun positions
he could find and kill as many

- as his .75 and machine
gun could hit. He found a dry
stream bed running into Kep-
peln and directed his driver in-
to it, still grinding on. Then
hell began to pop. German
paratroopers, defending the peri-
meter -the town, sprang up
on both sides of the embank-
ment and started to fire on the
lone Sherman.

That would have been a pru-
dent time to close down the
hatch and hope for the best.
No:i i«: ll;laﬁxhh":!:ggo. Sl',ﬂ.m'li‘:lgi
uprig! body expos
the officer chucked grenades at

squadron of Shermans had near-
ed the town, over-running the
nfantry, deut, Eggo’s tank

the Jerries as fast as they ap-
peared, simultaneously directing
Page Co -

(Contin

on F
3 - e

ner onto larger targets |

lfl:: v‘v‘:l‘ch the tank's .75 was the

answer. Still the tank rumbled

on toward Keppeln, bullets

bouncing . off it.& ﬂge like hail.
° 3

B threw more than
sol"l:':fmg" during that mad

uns actually
o desperate Hi e Gk,

disposed of with his
istol, all the while yelling to his
2rewl'tor more grenades. The

action lasted nearly 30
;l;:lx.t«, and still the tank ‘ept

Note: Lt EGGO, David George Carnegie (MC),
WIA, 5 March 1945

Citation for Military Cross in part states:

Lieutenant Eggo’s grim determination to

: : : g

close with and kill the enemy without regard mx,,p,li,h;‘.’.‘h m;: ’E“:;i
. ing shells at every

for his own personal safety or the odds ifding“sening every source

to move in from the other
fi‘d‘: and the Hun fled. Even
‘Lieut. Bggo's job wasn't over.

in for more fuel
o “mmoy he met his sup-
n

against him was outstanding in a brilliantly
successful squadron attack.
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ed Steel No Manh' For Hussars

A ey ;
trict Tank Troopers| through for an infantry follow- |Had To “Pry”” Nazi Parachutist

Sy up. They shattered the line, e
Through Screen helped the infantry to round up Out of Positions
: about 400 prisoners an uring
BURKE MARTIN the melee Lieut. Spencer had | quickly decided they'd had
hreu War Correspondent the experience of being almost | enough. Then the tanks, now

D, March 10 — (By | blown up by one of his own | down to seven, ‘rested and re-
r Mail)—One section | Shells. grouped. o
Siegfried Line rear’ The Huns in that sector were Daylight was fading, and Lieut.
3 IR the tough paratroopers we'd | Pettigrew led one more attack
been facing in that salient,” | on the remnants of the position.
Lieut. =~ Pettigrew said, “and | Remaining houses in the defence
wouldn’t come out until we lit- | group were set ablaze and the
erally pried them out of their | tanks, now brightly silhouetted,
trenches.” : : began to :ama:ongefrange ar-

SEERER R AT I | tiller, objective was
: ".l‘heg had the usual array :5 - tak . had gained
755 and 88s, plus all the smaller | nearly two , and the infan-
‘weapons, and we had to knock | try miovi to round up th

out house after house to get | prisoners, who by this time were.

| Just kept back and six

n firing ) nd supporting
of the Panthers pulled out for | troops “moved through. plgleiﬂ:y
fear of being outflanked.” ‘| of usable weapons were left be-

‘I came in to give support with | hind immobilized by the tanks'
my dtx;%op,;] Lieut. Spencer %ddedl, un':l‘x-le,len'i;lnhgn aﬁsatél;. . i 3
: rs were | “and hardly got going when r. Jol . Bayliss, of Lon-
ﬂ“&hwm?gf:wf ﬁ.ecs ~felt a terrific impact. Looking | don, was one of Lieut. Petti-

Lieut. John C. Wilson, | out the slit T saw my gun barrel | grew’s crewmen in that action.
wife lives in Paris, Ont.; | peeled back like a banana from Local and district men with
eut, Melville Spencer, son | & fluke direct hit. The concus- Lieut. Spencer were Cpl. Harry
. and Mrs. A, C. épen- ~ sion set off the shell in the breech | Cluff, London; Tpr. Neil Mc¢Dou-
of London. Brig. Spencer | of my own gun and I got a bit | gall, Sarnia; Tpr. Bill Stewart,

_ commanded the Hus- | Of shrapnel in the leg. We all | St. Thomas; Tpr. Donald Young,
and his son, according to | bailed out in a hurry. Then I | Brigden, and Tpr. Geo. Wallace,
 officers of the regiment, | took over my corporal's tank | of Toronto. With Lieut. Wilson
ng a worthy successor to | and we carried on.” were L.Sgt. “Doc” Campbell,
-outstanding military That was about all Lieut. Spen- | London; L.Cpl. Eldon Jacobs,
cer had to say. But Lieut. Wil- | Stoney Creek; Tpr. Arthur Ledg-

- » son said the brigadier's son, | er, Hamilton; r. Arthur Ben-

_anti-tank. screen | though still shaken from his close oit, Tilbury; Bruce Evans,

med Siegfried Line's in- | shave, led the next attack across Woodbridge; Tpr. Walter Mitch-
n ‘and the 6th C.AR. | open ground on a concentration ell, Brantford, and Tpr. '

Additional details related to troops mentioned above:

A 86664, Trooper BENOIT, Arthur W., WIA, 14 April 1945

B 132705, Trooper EVANS, Bruce William, WIA, 6 June 1944 and WIA,
19 January 1945

A 105205, Trooper STEWART, William G., WIA, 14 April 1945

B 4843, Trooper WALLACE, George Edward, KIA, 14 April 1945. Buried
Holten Canadian War cemetery, Netherlands
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he Stuck in Bog St

i b man, said Capt. Neil,

~Bomber Mail)—When
nks are bazookaed from Enemy

MARTIN  t s
GRG, Germany.  June | Couldn't Sleep in Tilted Tanks During Near Last Brush With 5 Ty

o Hoe o, £ell abont > 5

4 abat :
- that" b which the 1st Hussars were a | a catterpillar tractor, which was
teeov'er;mt:tn‘l&ga %?’éﬁg unit. Terrain was just about | the only vehicle in the army

Armored Regiment impoaslblte lfm-d mnl;sr—lnat; m:ls!h 'capab;e of h_auling tanks out of

, and their none- | and and, whei - | that morass.
WS LR d.lrefg&jia vehicle could sink out
of sight.

. .

A heavy armored reconnais-
sance vehicle was sent out to
snoop around, hit a bo; patch
on a peat road, ‘llxld ued h“:&
d blocking the main ro yards away.

03:3' which any advance would . -
have to be made. Tanks of the At 430 am, the still of this
6 C.AR. got a call for help. No-Man’s Land was shattered

Two recovery tanks, Shermans | by three teriffic Ger-
without guni. l“w&‘nt out l:nd man had

romptly stuc e same place.
e | B St | ST AR B ot
the unit's an recov- X

Gérmu?!‘;'::d a full- | every tank. It, too, bogged down, | high-explosive bazooka charges
teed up, yet didn't | creating a traffic block more ef--| on the tanks from 30-yard ely R e
lose any lives unneces- | fective than anything Jerry | range. Then they turned and BeAt::e; of ootn:ot: =
with Tumo > ran. i
e = g buél:ptn ?x&“‘ém his recovery Two tanks e:eg blazing. C:;w- «(i;:ymwu hwlrelmqst!o mmm
rews to bunk down for the e fires
:lht wh he went for more 4 “ ‘

— e S - e ————— T

Additional details related to troops mentioned above:
B 134717, Trooper BETHELL, John F., WIA, 13 April 1945
B 113443, L/Corporal STANFIELD, Harvey R., WIA, 13 April 1945

Note: A new $17.5 million building in Wolseley Barracks was named on
May 10, 2006, in honour of Captain P.C. Neil, (MC), for his actions in
1945. He was awarded the Military Cross; citation in part states: Under
heavy fire in a minefield, Captain Neil retrieved 51 stranded tanks.
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The First Hussars is always willing to help the Royal Canadian
Regiment, its junior London regiment.
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’s Own Rifles of Canada:

VC. Queen

Sergeant Aubrey Cosens

<

Note: Following this action assisted by First Hussars’ tanks, Sergeant

Cosens was killed by a sniper. The complete story is on film, transferred

to DVD and in our Museum.
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Assortment of Promotions, Citations & Articles of Interest

This article written

after the war, is a
post-war remnant of
unemotional statistics.
In one bold sweep, the
good record of 52

honours for brave
deeds done, is casually
juxtaposed against the

tragedy of killed and

wounded.
As the vyears have
gone by, the two

statistics have parted.

MOST HONORS WON
| BY FIRST HUSSARS

Also Sustained More Losses;
in Action Than Other
Canadian Armored Units

With the Eanadian FTorces in the
Netherlands, Oct. 3—Found wherever
action was thickest throughout the

Northwest Europe campaign, officers
and men of the 6th Canadian
Armored Regiment (First Hussars'
won more decorations for their regi-
ment than were awarded to. any
other armored unit in th e entire
Canadian army.

A record number of 52 honors
from DSO’s to mentions ins dis-
patches, and including French deco-
rations, were received by personnel |
of the Hussars. |

The unit also sustained more|
casualiies than any other armored
outfit—a total of 484. Officers andl
other ranks killed number 161,

| vehicles were lost throughout

wounded total 297, while 12 died
of wounds and 14 are missing.
From Normandy to VE-Da
First Hussars had 2,000 tanks
damaged, of which 300 were com-
pletely destroyed by enemy action,
the rest all returning to battle once
repairs were made. Only 20 whee%gd
e
campaign—all when rear echelon
areas were bombed by British and
ﬁ;&erican air forces in  August,

The pain and sorrow felt during the war and after by the affected

families and friends for those killed or wounded, have been shared by

countless others each year the war is commemorated. In contrast, sans

émotion, the medals languish in drawers, on walls and in museums as

mere artefacts known only to a few as mementoes of a war long ago.
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Brigadier BOOTH, Eric Leslie, DSO and Bar, KIA, 14 August 1944,

A controversial figure, this officer’s association
with the First Hussars began before the war,

when the regiment was a cavalry unit. In Italy, LR LUNU
, August 19 — (CP)

he became the commanding officer of the ; Leslie Booth, D.S.0,
. . been reported wounde
Three Rivers Regiment. He has the unfortunate | and missing in action according

B Pttt o
. . . . . e »
distinction of being one of the two highest [ “Word was went to Camp 5o

ranking Canadian officers killed in WWII. Age
38.

Brigadier Booth’s medals are on display in the
regiment’s museum.

BRI DT IC MO 4

won the D.S.0. 1
ttg:B‘ By gn and received
nadian armored unit at Ortona,

- Ttalian d

was second in command of
Lancers in North Africa

Montgome
uga
days, h

ge and dash” in secur a
idgehead th :
_ g:l o l;ver e ssme_to ve

a,
br
in
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Happy News:

Lance Sergeant JUBB, Robert C., P 1701, MIA, 6 June 1944,

A case in point how bad news was quickly transmitted across the ocean
to relatives and  press back home, predictably creating anxiety, then
the same network functioned to put the record straight. The anguish
felt between those times goes unreported.

Lance-Sgt. Robert C. Jubb, 25, ﬁesx;ot.rtegdbngisin%qn“.mnbm
son of Sgt. and Mrs. William safe in Hngland, s, Sacther
Jubb, 418 Mornington avenue, who Mrs. William Jubb, 418 Morning-
is reported missing in action. ‘ton avenue, received an airgraph

His father has served 35 years f :
; rom him today saying that he
with the Reserve Army and was “had a long swim, but was picked

overseas for four years in the g » T {
last war. A brother, Fit. Officer tu}?ahgug)‘:s 'i::ﬁ'mgtcgff ::l;‘uﬁ%
Joe Jubb, is éztationed at Camp difficulty while crossing the
Mo, ORCeR o Channel to Normandy. “I lost
everything but my uniform,” said
. the young London soldier. His
father has served 35 years with
the Reserve Army, and was over-
seas four years in the last war.
A brother, Flt. Officer Joe Jubb,
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Christmas Wishes:

This undated LFP article illustrates the worrisome and heartfelt
emotion exhibited between the people back home in Canada, in this

case Stratford and area, for all the serving men and women overseas. A
true Christmas wish.

oN -éitmsm?ai :
From the Stratford Beacon-Herald

Do you wisi @ light on Mu
ve? Go out/into the open an:
raise your eyes to the heavens and
see the stars and realize that some=

the wastes of the
.::gtegs :\?rozsbys are looking up 111;
' them, even as you and I—and,
that knowledge, find yourself close
to them. _

1

—
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On the Home Front:

From the poem by Milton, “On His Blindness,” is written: “They also
serve who only stand and wait.” When applied away from Milton’s
blindness affliction, this observation becomes a borrowed war-time
sentiment, one which doesn’t diminish with time or circumstance to
offer a valid description for all those families left waiting on the home
front during any war. But not everyone simply waits, some are more

active. This article illustrates how. ; —

The 6th Canadian Armored Regi-~ |

.1 . . . . ment (1st Hussars), another Lon-'i

In every military organisation in times of |don unit, also are cared for by
an auxiliary, who t‘W(t);lk at ]gpme

i for th Ifare o e soldiers’ |

war and peace, there is a wonderful [or e WA aa and, whers 1t
H ded, gives various kinds o

group Of unheralded; dedicated Workers ls_:ss?s(ignce to them. The auxiliary
. . is headed by Mrs. J. F. Wilson,

who have the commonallty of belng president; Mrs. Ira Carling, vice-

president; secretary, Mli\;;.’s Iﬁary

i i i H ; is g p Y S8 r-

invariably — women! This little article gg;‘;:;g“'sgg:;‘eg:easuf:"_ ‘t* da |

. The combined auxiliaries tag aay, |

from the LFP attempts to recognise some Jwhich will be held in the city on |

Saturday, April 21, will he]c{) t}ggsc ‘

i i i tw romen’s groups and other

who did more than just wait. Mrs. J.F. fwe, woilen's  CHOOREE R zood

i : . k f the men |overseas an

Wilson maybe the wife of Captain John Riir families.  Citizens  will be

. . . . asked by taggers to' be generous
Ferrier Wilson, serving overseas with the Jin their support.

regiment? The same can be said for Miss

Marguerite Stoner, perhaps the sister of Captain Oliver Stoner, WIA,
June 11, 19447 And is Miss Mary Collison related to the regiment’s
Captain T.A. Collison? The last woman of note is Mrs. Ira (Helen)
Carling, the auxiliary’s vice president. In 1941, London records show her
to be a soldier. After the war her dedication to the military persisted. In
1949 she was a clerk for the Department of Veteran’s Affairs, in its
rehabilitation department.

The First Hussars salutes both those who waited and the tireless
auxiliary workers who “did their bit.”
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Gallantry Award:

Lieutenant PETTIGREW, Douglas Bonar, M.C.

The full description of Lieutenant Pettigrew’s action leading up to this

citation is seen on p.322, Gallant Hussars.

On p.196, this picture shows the awarding
of this medal by none other than Field
Marshall (Monty) 23
February 1945. Briefly stated, the medal was
his
determination to lead his troop of Shermans

Montgomery on

in  recognition  of outstanding

against the enemy during the Battle of

Zetten 20 1945.
Overlooking the many hits his tank

on January
received and it should be added,
miraculously survived from hand
held panzerfaust rockets, twelve
times the account reads, he fought
on to dislodge and eliminate enemy
The final

citation reads: “Lieutenant Pettigrew

positions. line of the
played a very major role in the
capturing of Zetten, and the breaking
of the enemy’s will to fight.”

23 February 1945,

LIEUT. D. B. PETTIGREW,
"~ OF OTTERVILLE, WINS M.C.

Lieut. Douglas Bonar Pettigrew,
21, of Otterville, has been awarde
the Military Cross for gallantr
overseas, according to an an
nouncement of the Department o
National Defence today. He wi
born at Jacquet River, N.B, bu
was employed as a truck driver a
Otterville before his enlistment o
September 12, 1939, with the ran
of trooper. His father, Archie Joh
Pettigrew, lives at 2114 16th stree

Alta. y

Lieutenant D.B. Pettigred

recerving his Military Cross from Monty.
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Gallantry Award:

Major POWELL, John Wilson,
DSO, MC, WIA, 8 August 1944,

This officer when not fighting and
winning against the enemy, was kept
busy receiving both citations and
promotions. Coming ashore on D-Day,
he was Lieutenant Powell, second-in-

command of “A” Squadron.

thumbed Gallant
Hussars, p. 115, we learn that John

From the well
“Jake” Powell was born in England,
joined the Hussars just prior to the
war, won his Military Cross on D-Day
and just kept on going. By the cease
he was the Officer

fire in May,

Commanding of “C” Squadron. In his
citation for the Distinguished Service

Order, running two and one half

Jussar Decorati
5 Dlstmglshed Hussar 3

lhjor (nw !A.-Col) J. W. “Jake" Powell, London, of the 6th
(First H , shown hen receiving
a decoration from Field Marshal , is believed to be the
only Canadian officer to be awarded both the D.S.0. and the M.C.
in the same war theatre, Major Powell won the M.C. shortly after
D-day, and the D.S.0. last spring for his tank leadership in the
PR Reichswald area of Germany 2

columns, the final sentence is most descriptive of this Gallant Hussar:

“There is no praise too high for the action of this gallant officer.”
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Letter From the Front to Home:

Trooper RICE, Clarence E., A 57

Trooper Rice served with both “A” and “HQ”
Squadrons.

These personal testimonials are special. In
these few short sentences he pays homage to
the fallen he knew while offering the emotions
felt under battle conditions. In the passage
where he passes on personally witnessed
details of Sergeant Lilly’s death and burial, are
details not often seen, if at all, in military

histories. Clippings like these are real
treasures.

“'I‘here was héver two.
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Promoted:
Sergeant BISHOP, Harry, A 173,

WIA, 25 July 1944. His WIA summary is shown
under Honour Roll. The displaying of these two
newspaper announcements, “Promoted” and
“Wounded,” is easy to contemplate together.
For his family back here in London during the
war, seeing them arrive one at a time, they
presented a roller coaster of emotion.

One can imagine the total delight his wife and
parents felt when notified he had been

Grey street. He atte:
— - dale SCD

promoted to Sergeant. There is no date shown
and it could have been before D-Day. He went
ashore with “A” Squadron in a floating DD tank
and survived that momentous landing. Tragically,
21 Hussars were killed that day. For a time the
family could rest easily knowing he made it safely
to shore. Then, in what must have seemed like a
too quick succession of circumstances, a
telegram arrives informing them he is wounded.
At that point, greater details as to the
seriousness isn’t given, that comes later.

We are left wondering the extent of his wounds,
no further details appear in the press. However,

shop, son of ME
George Bishop, R'R"t 2d'.
has been promo el

is wife and sma

live at 58

daughter, Eleanor, nded Brough:
ool.

Wouded

A

c?

Sgt. Harry Bishop, who has bee:

B. Beal Technical School. He en-
the year war was declared

and went overseas in October,

1942. His parents, Mr. and Mrs,

George Bishop, lives at R. R,

y London,

the record shows upon his return to London, he was employed at

Labatt’s Brewery from where he eventually retired. End of the Harry

Bishop story here.



[10]

Gallantry Awards:

Two officers, Lieutenant Colonel W.D. Brooks and Major A.B. Conron,
receive Distinguished Service Orders at Buckingham Palace from His
Majesty, King George VI.

Shown here as they left Buckingham Palace after receiving the
Distinguished Service Order from.His Majesty are two officers of
London’s First Hussars (6th Canadian Armored Regiment). On the
left is Lt.-Col. W. D. Brooks, commanding officer, of Brantford.
. With him is Major A. B. Conron, son of Mrs, Rose Conron, of London,
‘More than 50 major awards for gallantry have been won by the
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Previous Announcements for Brooks and Conron:

A ‘ ]
They are Captain John Powell, of
this city, who received the Milithry
Cross, r Dudley Brooks, of
Brantford, _who was awarded th

his parents herie..

Armored  Regi-
ment (1st Hus-

France, receiving

shrapnel wounds major Lonron

in action.

 After some weeks in hospltal in
England, Major Conron “hitch:
hiked" his way back to tho beach
head and subsequently took part.i

several major actions with nf-

in this district and graduate
from the Universi of Wes
Ontario in 1941, ‘

the Canadian Active Army
after his graduation.

MAJOR BROOKS
g ished SOrvloe Order,
Lleut.% of Lini

who rebelved the Mﬂiury 38
Captain Powell worked here
the lurket branch of the Bank of
Montreal for several yeau befo e
enlisting. His parents are Englis
All tbree men have been th‘g
some of the most bitter f t.i 3

&t‘lltant Husiuu. was one of those
led the attack on the fortified
beachea. n.lon with th Wlnni 2
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Promotion:

Captain LEES, Harry Maxwell, WIA 8 September 1944.

Harry Lees upon leaving the army at war’s
end, resumed his employment with the
Burroughes Furniture Co. By 1949 he was
manager of this company located at 303-307
Dundas Street with a charming wife, Harriet.
This address we should note, lies adjacent to
the London Armouries, the home of the First
Hussars. By 1964 the company had moved
into Wellington Square but without Harry. At
some point before then, he opened his own
furniture store appropriately named, Lees
Furniture. When this venture closed, he
utilised his love and talent for furniture to
join the sales staff at Paton’s Place, located
at the foot of Winery Hill on Wharncliffe
Road. We find him there in 1976.

Lieut. H. M. Lees, son of Mr. and

Mrs. H. Lees, R.R. 4, London,
who has been promoted to cap-
tain in Normandy, where he is
serving with the 6th Canadian
Amwred Regiment (First Hus-
sars), He enlisted in 1941 and
nt overseas in February 1942.
e, enlisting he was on_ the.
of the F. C. Burroughps:
~“ = Furniture Co. 1
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Awards: Despite censorship insulating the public and families to gruesome
details experienced by serving Canadians overseas, by June 1944 with the war
into it’s fifth year, much was known. The strategy adopted by the press and
encouraged by a cautious and concerned government, was to instead emphasise
good, positive news to boost morale. In a sense, the war was being fought on two
fronts - at home and on the front lines. The First Hussars were in Holland when
Burke Martin of the Free Press sent in this pacifying piece for readers at home.

'Top Honors Held by Major J.

- W. “Jake” Powell With

g M.C. and D.S.0.
BY BURKE MARTIN
¥ree Press War Correspondent

Z7UTPHEN, Holland, June 14 |
Mail) —
London’s 6th Canadian Armored

— (By Bomber
Regiment (First Hussars) now
in a rest area near this Dutch
town, will carry home a record
of battle honors unsurpassed
by any armor- - .
ed unit inthe

Canadian ~ Ar-

my.. > .

- One of three
_regiments in.
the 2nd Ar-
~mored Brigade
commanded by
Brig. George
- W. _Robinson,
~London, the,
- First Hussars
to date have
" been awarded
20 major  dec-

Burke Mn
orations for gallantry. More are
- pending. :

On the regiment’s honor roll

~are six awards of
guished Service Order, nine of
- the Military Cross, one Distin-
ished Conduct’ Medal,
. Military Medals, three Croix de
- Guerre, a BEM. and a M.BE,
- both the latter having been won
by non-co‘nlanlgs:oned‘ officers.

_ Distinguished  leadership is
part of the answer, Lt.-Col. R. J.
. Colwell, of Halifax, who brought
_the First Hussars ashore on
D-day, won the D.S.0. before he
left the unit in August, 1944. His
_successor, Lt.-Col. Frank White,

" of Montreal, present command-

, ing officer, won the same dec-
DL oIn_a rLew I11011L1S lter.,

. Capt. W
thé Distin-

eight |

com‘};lété the picture, Major W,
D. Brooks, of Brantford, acting
C.0. while Col. White is in Cana-

‘da, also wears the maroon and

blue ribbon of the D.S.0.

Top honors in the regiment,
and in the brigade for that mat-
ter, go to Major J. W. “Jake”
Powell, of London, who won the
Military Cross shortly after D-
day and who was recently award-
ed the D.S.0. for a brilliant piece
of leadership when his outnum-
pered tanks stormed and held
the Siegfried Line town of Kep-
peln last February. Major Pow-
ell, described by fellow officers as
“the perfect tank officer” is be-
lieved to be the only Canadian
officer in this war to win both
the D.S.0. and M.C. in the same
theatre of operations.

J * - L !

Other officers of the regiment
to win the D.S.0. were Major G.
W. Robinson, of Toronto, and
Major G. W. Gordon, of Orillia..

Captain B. E. A. Caw, of Vir-
den, Manitoba, was the only man
in the regiment to win the same
award twice, having been award-
ed the M.C. and later a bar to
that decoration before he was
killed in action last April. Other
officers awarded the M.C. were

. A. P. Smith, Toronto;
Capt. P. C. Neil, North Bay;
Capt. D. B. Pettigrew, London;
Lt. G. O. Tamblyn, Yorkton,
Sask., Lt. G. H. Cressey, _Sud-
bury; Lt. D. G. C. Eggo, Mont-
real, and Major Powell. !

Lone award of the Distinguish-
ed Conduct Medal went to Sgt.
(now Officer cadet) F. B. Ken-
yon, of Nova Scotia. Holders of

‘the Military Medal are SSM, B.

E. Shaw, Niagara Falls; Sgts. H.

J. Beverley, Sault Ste. Marie; L.

J. Campbell, Owen Sound; D. G.
Campbell, Fleming, Sask.; A.
Boyle, Montreal; B. Enns, Tri-
gaske, Sask.; Cpl. H. G. Runolf-
son, Lundar, Man., and Tpr. J.

Croix de Guerre with vermilion
star was won by Major A. M.
Fyfe and Capt. G. K. Henry,
and the same award with bronze
star went to Sgt. L. R. Gariepy.
All three are from Montreal.

Sgt. R. G. Lilley, since killed in
action, held the B.EM., and
RSM. W. Jukes, of Toronto, no
longer with the regiment, was
awarded the M.B.E. while the
First Hussars were still in Eng-
land. ;

Awards alone do not tell the
whole story of the long months
of fighting from the beaches of
France to Northwest Germany,
during which the Hussars saw
more continuous action than any
other Canadian armored unit.
In those 11 months, 18 officers
and 121 other ranks gave their
lives; 40 officers and 256 o.r.'s
were wounded, and 35 more are
still listed :s "r:lissing."

L

'

Out of a total regimental
strength of 635, only 330 were ac-
tually front-line fighting troops.
So, on a basis of 470 casualties,
killed, wounded and missing, |
the First Hussars' casualty rate
was about 150 per cent of its
fighting strength. It's over-all
tank losses weré& something above
500 per cent.

Today the First Hussars are
an armored regimeént without
tanks, Last of their Shermans
was turned over to an army col-
lecting point this week, most of
them meaning as much to their
officers and troopers as battle
chargers meant to men of the
cavalry in the last war. . |

Soon the brigade will be dis-
solved, and then the regiment it-
self will begin to break up as
men go home on points or for
the C.FEF. Others will leave on
cross-posting and new faces will
appear. Always remaining = will
be the memory of battles and
honors won, of comrades lost,
of friendships made and a proud
tradition upheld.,
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After the war, the pleasant duty of recognising gallantry of regimental
members continued. The Monarch’s representative in Ontario during
the immediate post-war period, was Lieutenant-Governor Albert
Matthews who presided in Toronto near the Legislative Chambers of
the Provincial Government at Queen’s Park. It was at this venue more
decorations were presented. Awards presented: Received Military
Cross: Captain Victor W. Jewkes. Received Distinguished Service Order:

Lieutenant Colonel Franklyn H. White. Received the Military Medal:
Sergeant Bernard Enns.

Gallemtry Awards
Presented at
Vice-Regal Investiture

One hundred ‘r’h and Air
| Force veterans rece‘x red awards for
! gallantry from the King's repre-
| sentative when Ontario’s Lieutenant
| Governor Albert Matthews held an
investiture in the Legislative Cham-
bers at Queen’s Park, Toronto on
Sunday January 27th.

Capt. Victor W. Jewkes, M.C.
received his Military Cross, while
his wife, mother and Peter looked
on from the spectators gallery.

After the investiture, tea was
cerved in the Lieutenant Governor’'s
suite at which 350 guests were pre-
sent.

Capt. and Mrs. Jewkes are now
residing in Barrie, Ont.

R;c"_;ive Gall&ntry Awards
At Investiture From
Lieutencnt-Governor

‘While admiring relatives looked‘
on from the spectators’ gallery,|
100 Army and Air Force veteran
|received awards for gallantry
{from the Kings' representative,
Ontario Lieutenant-Governor Al-
|pert Maithews, In the Legislative
Chambers at Queen’s Park, Tor-
fonto, on Sunday.
| Among those honored was Lt-
{Col. Franklyn H. White, a resi-
|dent of Barrie, who is command
|ing officer of the Lord Strathcona
| Horse at Camp Borden, former CO
lof the First Hussars overseas. He
j received the Distinguished Ser-
x vice Order. Also receiving the DSO
|was Lt.-Col. B. M. Alway, Ham
lilton, who is a brother-in-law of
|Mrs. N. M. Laurie, Barrie.
| The MBE was awarded to Ma
|jor F. G. C. Darton, Camp Borden
land the Military Cross to Capt
Victor W. Jewkes, Camp Borden,
both well known here. The Mil
itary Medal was invested with Sgt
B. Enns, Camp Borden.
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The First Hussars Return Home:

The day was January 16, 1945, when the train rolled into the CNR
station on York Street. Family and friends were on hand to welcome the
heroes, although it’s doubtful any of the troops thought of themselves
that way. There had been a job to do overseas - again - the second time
in the twentieth century, and these men had volunteered to fight in a
just war against a tyrannical regime. Remaining behind to be never

forgotten, resting in cemeteries across North-West Europe, were 196 of
their comrades.
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But now it was peace time, or almost, Japan would fight on for eight
more months. That reality did not dampen anyone’s spirits, and the
January cold was no obstacle for many private celebrations. But first,
they had to be de-mobbed at Wolseley Barracks, then final leave and
then - home for good. Civilians once more.

Hussars Holding Dinner
To Start Peace Program

Past, present and prospective+
members of London's 1st Hussars
are invited to get together at a
regimental dinner in the Dundas
street armories Thursday night at
7.30. This is the first move to‘

1 put the unit back on a peace-time
footing. j

Hosts will be officers and men |
of the reserve regiment, and guest
of honor will be Brig. George W. |
Robinson, former Hussar officer
who went overseas as second-in-;
command of the regiment in 1941
and later had the Hussars, as the
6th Canadian Armored Regiment,
under him in the 2nd Armored Bri-
gade,

Seeks Recruits

Major David McEwen, command-
ing the reserve regiment, promises
lots of food and refreshments and
no speech-making, except it be of
the impromptu variety. He is seek-
ing men to join the peace-time 1st
Hussars, and those interested will
be especially welcomed at Thurs-
day evening's dinner.

London's Hussars, whose record
in this war was unmatched by any
Canadian armored unit, " has a
history dating back to 1872. In
that year the Hussars were organ-
ized as a cavalry regiment of six
troops. At one time there were
squadrons in St. Thomas, Kings-
ville, and Leamington.

In 1914 the regiment formed the
basis of the 7th Mounted Rifles
under Col. Tbbotson Leonard, D.S.0.,
who took the unit overseas. Over-
seas they fought as the Special
Service Squadron Mounted ps
and as Corps Cavalry under Major
C. F. McEwen, D.S.0. Their battle
honors included Arras, Vimy, Hin-
denburg Line, Cambrai, Pursuit to
Mons, France and Flanders.

After the Great War, the unit
was recognized as part of the
militia and took an active and

ccessful part in cavalry compe-

tions during peace time.

In September, 1939, the regiment
was mobilized and converted to

Brig. George W. Robinson
Hussars' guest

mechanized cavalry, then to a
armored regiment in which capaci

Armored Division.
unit ‘was formed in August of 1940
and during the war attended sum

day night at the armories.
Overseas, the re-named H
trained long and hard in Englan
and when D-day came hit th
beaches of Normandy and went o

armored regiment,

The Hussars, now the 6th Arm
ored Regiment, helped take
in their first big battle, and went
on to participate in the blood
battle of Falaise in August whe

the formidable German Tth Arm
was destroyed.
Driving eastward thro Fran

near Rouen. They occupied the
historic town of Dieppe early i
September, going on to wipe ou
troublesome V-1 sites along th
coast, by-passing Dunkirk and
clearing the east coast of Belgiu

The regiment was not content to
simply rest on their laurels, a bit
of military style celebration was
in order — and music — Bonnie
Dundee. Who doesn’t love that
marching tune? (The Corries
rendition is the best by far!)

'Hussars To Hear
Famous Song

The familiar strains of the First
Hussars’ famous marching song,
“Bonnie Dundee,” will be heard by
the long columns of khaki-clad vet-
erans as they swing along London’s
streets for the last parade before
| demobilization of their unit.
| The spirited music led the Lon-
don regiment during numerous
| marches overseas, and “Bonnie
| Dundee” will ring out for the last
time to these men before the unit
|ceases to exist as a fighting force
and its warriors are scattered
| across the province. .

The Hussars ‘are expected

to

reach this city late next week for
the civic and military welcome.
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The Final Legacy Summarised: Impressive! (Pay special attention

to the last section, bottom -right.)

HODIE NON CRAS
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The Holy Roller Story:

Much has been written and even more words passed in conversation,
between First Hussars veterans and others, regarding the validity of the
Holy Roller’s battle distinction. The claim is: our memorial tank is one
of only two Canadian Sherman tanks to have survived the entire eleven
months of combat in North-West Europe: from D-Day to the war’s end
in Germany. (The other Canadian Sherman is the proud property of the
Sherbrooke Fusiliers Regiment.) This article quoting Lt. Col. Frank
White, D.S.0., the original tank’s crew commander, should put “paid”
to any doubts still swirling about on those shaky, unsolicited grounds.

oI [ITlussars

ped her track suspensions. Tanks
have been abandoned for less,
but Holy Roller was a legend by
now and had to be saved. Six
new suspensions, weighing about
1,500 pounds each, were labori-
ously fitted on and the tank
lumbered away to the last scrap
in Germany 150 miles northeast.

At Godensholt Holy Roller

W ins Spot in-

day, travel some 2500 miles,
fight through 14 major battles
and still be in business on V-E
day, its hull still unpierced, its
75 mm. gun still firing.

Lt.-Col. Frank White, DS.O,
of Montreal, commanding offi-
cer of the regiment, landed on
the beach at Courseulles in the
“Holy Roller” on June 6 last
year, and today speaks as rev-

"6315 oller

ed, Battle-Blistered Tank
Survived Long War

BY BURKE MARTIN'
Pn- W-r Correspondent
AP Germany, May
e o
na e the rail-
station in this town sits a
tank, its n muzzle

+

Fought Across France, Belgium
Without Being Hit

88 caught her flush on the front.
Most of the lm}mct was diverted
by a section of track welded to
the hull — a wrinkle that has
saved a lot of tanks and tank-
men in this war. But shrap-
nel damaged the Sherman’s 75

s erently of his pet Sherman as | and it was replaced by a gun | saw her last action. Just in
n ‘:l"‘l”g-‘:: hull - drab and +a sportsman does of his favorite from another tank time, too, for she was an ancient
mount, N by tank standards, and every-

“Holy Roller wasn't my choice Twice in the next few weeks, | thing started to fall apart as in

of a name,” he says. “We got | in the surge past Caen, Holy | the saga of the one-hoss shay.

the tank brand-new just before | Roller got it again on those | Now, although her battles are

D-day, and I wanted to call it same protective tracks. Twice over, she's being put back in

first-class shape by repair crews.

Repair work on a tank at this
stage might seem like wasted
labor and materials. Holy Roll-
er will be turned over to a tank

Hairless Joe. All headquarters
tanks' names must begin with
“H.” But my corporal, Buster
Fowler, from Timmins, thought
‘Holy Roller’ sounded better.

they were blown right off but
the hull was scarcely scratched.
Then fate gave the Sherman a
breather. She fought on across
France and Belgium to Breda

just one souvenir of
war, the Holy Roller would

’ their cholee

For It'l tha only tank in the
t to outlast the war, the

All the crew voted on it, and I
lost.”

“Holy Roller"” hit the beaches in
France and got seven miles in-
land before a broken oil line
stalled her for the first time.
Col. White wirelessed for help,
meanwhile throwing out smoke
grenades to screen his position.
Rescued and repaired by a re-
covery crew, Holy Roller moved
on into France and her baptism

of fire.

Her first direct hit proved to
be an indication of the kind of
damage Holy Roller was to get

| in the next 11 months. A Jerry

last autumn without a hit being
scored on her tough skin. By
Nijmegen her clutches had to
be replaced after an almost-
record 1,500-miles — equal to 100
times that amount on a passen-
ger car.

Then came the tough Zetten
fight on the Nijmegen “island.”
All Holy Roller needed after
that was a new set of injectors
for her diesels. In March came
the Hochwald battle, when
scores of tanks went up on one
of the nastiest mine-fields in the
history of warfare. Still this
tank's luck held. Last month, at
Apeldoorn, another 88 hit strip-

collecting point in Holland in
a week or so.

Col. White doesn't think it's
a waste of time. “That tank is
going into the dump in the best
shape of any tank in the whole
Calnadian Army,” says the colo-
ne

“She'’s our pet, and she’s golnx
to leave our hands in
best shape we can put her in.
We had a turnover of 346 tanks
in this regiment since last June,
out of a total strength of 61. Holy
Roller is one in a million as far
as we're concerned, the pride of
the whole regiment. We'll sure
hate to say goodbye to her.”
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Additional notes on Holy Roller:

The name “Hairless Joe” in the article above, a tank name suggested by
Lt. Col. Frank White, deserves an explanation. Joe was a character in
the comic strip “Li’l Abner,” written by the well known writer and artist,
Al Capp.' In Capp’s comics, Joe was a moonshiner whose “Kickapoo Joy
Juice” was “so strong that the fumes alone were strong enough to melt
the rivets off battleships.” The conjured image of “Hairless Joe” and his
near lethal moonshine affixed to a Sherman tank determined to fight,
would have presented a fearful message of strength and danger to the
unsuspecting enemy.

Each year we are proud to respectfully honour our somewhat
religiously inspired, “Holy Roller,” but it leaves one to ponder how our
June parades to Victoria Park might be altered if they were to
recognise and honour a tank named “Hairless Joe?”

Crew names mentioned in Free Press articles are:

Original crew: Frank “Buster” Fowler who suggested Holy Roller as an appropriate name. He
was also the Driver/Mechanic from D-Day to V-E day. The four other crew were: Lt. Col. Frank
White; William Reed; Terry Doherty; Everett Smith. LFP June 1, 2014

Other recognised crew are: C. Deller; J.W. Nolan; W. Bury; C. Benoit; G.P. Cook; R. Moore; G.
Green; Lewis Mclntosh. LFP June 5, 1950

! The idea to use a character from Al Capp’s Dogpatch comic strip for a tank name was not an isolated notion. With
the formation of the 1* Canadian Armoured Carrier Regiment, aka “The Kangaroos,” (Canadian Ram tanks with the
turrets removed for carrying infantry) one whole troop sported names from the Dogpatch family: L’il Sue, Mammy
Yokum, Pappy Yokum, Daisy Mae, Granny Yokum, and L’il Abner.
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LEST WE FORGET

Corporal BAKER, Frederick lanson, A 372, || LONDON DISTRICT MAN |
KIA, 25 July 1944 NOW PRESUMED KILLED

Cpl. Fred Baker, only son of
Mrs. E. Baker, R. R. 8, London,
reported missing in action in Nor-

Operation “SPRING” - to clear the mandy last July,

has been offi-

clally presumed

Verrieres rldge, action |eading to Closing killed In action at

Caen, according
th F | i mswo:r?otl;:rcmgg
€ Falaise gap Saturday.
He enlisted with
H the 1st Hussars
Bayeux Memorial, France in_ London

September,

Panel 19 Column 2

ber. H
born in Prince Cpl. Baker

Rupert, and lived in the London

district for about 14 years. He |

was employed on the farm of John

Garton, R. R. 8, London, hefore
- gnlisting.




Killed

Trooper JACKSON, Jack Leslie, A 579,
DoW, 6 June 1944.

D-Day invasion of continental Europe.
Beny-sur-Mer, France

Plot 1 Row D Grave 1

Age 23

Tpr. J, L. Jackson, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Samuel Jackson, R. R.
1, Mossley, who was killed in
action, presumably in the in-
~vasion of France.




Sergeant LILLEY, Roy Graham, A 88,

BEM, MiD, KIA, 14 August, 1944.

Operation “TRACTABLE” - to close Falaise
gap.
Bretteville-sur-Laize, France

Plot 25 Row H Grave 5

SGT. ROY G. LILLEY
LISTED AS KILLED

b HOMAS, August 30 — Sgt.
Rciq ‘G’.I‘HLilley, BEM., a native of
8t. Thomas, whose wﬂc r.esxdes.m
Montreal, has been killed in action
in France, Mrs. Lilley has been in-
1().!:Xm$r?én with an outstanding war
record, Sgt. Lilley was among tht?v

on the French coast on

drill. He was employed in St.|

D-day, and fought later in the bat-
tle for Caen, it is understood. He
received the B.EM. in this year's
King’s Honors lists, and previous-
ly had been commended by Lt.-
Gen, A, G. L. MeNaughton for re-
ourcefulness and courage in pre-
enting an accident in Bren gun

Thomas prior to enlistment,
Besides his wife, he is survived
by his parents, Mr. and Mrs. D. G.
Lilley, Glencoe, two sisters, Mrs,
Jean Haskell, Glencoe, and Mrs.
Ruth Cox, St. Thomas, and a

brother, Bruce, Port Robinson, On-
tario.




Lance Corporal MAGUIRE, Philip George,
A 500, KIA, 25 September 1944,

Operation “UNDERGOQO” - to capture Calais.

Calais Canadian War Cemetery

Pas-de-Calais, France

Plot 7 Row B Grave 3

Age 23

Brother of: Trooper MAGUIRE, Herbert H.
A 469, First Hussars

Survived the war.

NDONER IS KILLED |
ACTION IN FRANCE

" George Maguire,

pd* 'Regiment (First

rs), - son of Mrs. Barbara
Maguire, 389 Hill street, has been
klll d France, accord-

L. Cpl. P. G. Maguire

ing to word reaching the city
today. Prior to his enlistment he
was employed at McCormick’s.

A native of London, L.Cpl
Maguire was educated at Chesley
avenue, Trafalgar and H.B. 'Beal
Techmcal schools.

He is survived by two brothers,
Tpr. Herbert (Curly) and Sgt. H.
A, of the R.CR., both of them
wyerseas; and two sisters, Mrs.
Nelson Cornelius and Mrs Tom
Cleve.




Trooper MANN, Douglas James,
B 134737,
KIA, 8 August 1944,

Operation “TOTALIZE” - braking through
German lines leading to the Falaise gap

closing.
Beny-sur-Mere, France
Plot 15 row B Grave 5
Age 21

Tpr. Douglas James Mann, 21, of
St. Catharines, grandson .of Mrs.
James Topping, of 152 Adelaide
street, who is reported killed in
action in France, August 8. He
was the son of Mr. and Mrs,
Albert Mann, of St. Catharines.
Mrs. Mann was the former Rita
Topping, of London. One brother,
Kenneth, is at home. Tpr. Mann
was the nephew of Mrs. Ward
Cornell, of 25 McKenzie avenue,
and Mrs. James Mitchell, of 1223:
King street.




Sergeant MOORE, Arthur Frederick, A 498,

KIA, 8 August 1944,

Operation “TOTALIZE” - breaking through

German lines leading to the Falaise gap
closing.

Bretteville-sur-Laize, France

Plot 3 Row C Grave 13

Sgt. Arthur Frederick Moore,
who was officially reported kill~
ed in action in France on August
8. His wife, Mrs. Frances Lor-
raine Moore, and two children,

| Freddie and Barbara, reside at .

38 McKay street. 8

SCT. A. F. MOORE WAS
PROMINENT LONDON SCOUT

Sgt. A. F. Moore, who yesterda)"
was officially reported killed in ac=
tion in France on August 8 was

one of London’s best known Scouts,

remembered in the troops as

“Dinty.” He worked up through |

the ranks of Cubs and Scouts to
become a leader, and for 13 years,
from 1928 to 1941, he continued ac-
tive as a Cub and Scout master.

In 1928 he was Cub master of the

9th London Cub Pack, in 1935 Scout
master of the 9th troop, and in 1937
of the 15th Troop. He was also a
Sunday school teacher. Sgt. Moore

joined the 1st Hussars in March,.

1941, and went overseas in Novem-
ber of the same year. His wife,
Mrs. Frances Lorraine Moore, and
two children, Freddie and Barbara,
live at 38 McKay street, and his
“parents are Mr. and Mrs. A. Fi

Moore, of 405 Pall Mall street,

|
!




EXETER SOLDIER
'DIES IN FRANCE

Mr. and Mrs. James A. Nicho
' of Exeter, have received .officiz
| word that their second son, L.Cp
Lance Corporal NICHOL, Gordon lvan, Gordon Ivan Nichol, died
France on June:
11. The ﬁ:ause of
| his death is yet
B 19597, KIA, 11 June 1944. ek s L
in I}:x.é 215th I\s;ear L
“ p icho
Commemorated vyearly as the “Black Fveais bors 8¢ Biu

vale and in 192

Day” for the regiment. “B” Squadron

Township, f

ambUSh' he received his q ‘
primary  educa- L.Cpl. Nichol
tion and his high school educatio

Beny—sur—Mer, France i in Brussels. In June, 1941, he en
listed and in November of that
year went overseas.

Plot 6 Row H Grave 4 He is survived by his paents
‘and three brothers overseas, Alvin
in Italy, Wilfrid and Lloy in
France, and also one bother,
Arnold, at home. _/‘




Lieutenant PATTISON, Herbert Kitchener,

KIA, 25 July 1944. Operation “SPRING” - to
clear the Verrieres ridge; action leading up
to closing the Falaise gap.

Beny-sur-Mer, France

Plot 12 Row C Grave 14 Age 30

'BATTLE WITH FANATIC |
TOLD BY OFFICER NO

—

Special to The Star
London, Ont., Aug. 3—Lieut. H.
Kitchener “Kit” Pattison, now re-
ported killed
in action, told
of an encoun-
ter with -a
fanatical
young Nazi,
in the last|:
letter re-
ceived from |
the officer by"|
his wife,
“There is
quite a story
behind this
I-e Flow.,”]
wrote Patti-j
son, “He tried
fo toss a hand
Lieut. Pattison ;:‘;nﬁ::ﬁ\.j”gg |
enclosed a photo taken from the
pockets of the boy Nazi, showing
his cap badges, the Prussian eagle ;
and the death’s head of the storm o e
troopers. Before the encounter was FANATICAT
over the Nazi was dead, the letter | Carricd His Picti
indicated., {
Lieut. Pattison was born in To-|
ronto 29 years ago. Before his|
enlistment in April, 1942, he worked |
for the Scott McHale shoe company.
A week before he met death, he |
said, his tank had been blown up
and his corporal killed and he had/
escaped “by a miracle.” This is
thought to have been in his en-
counter with the young storm
frooper.

Action

&

TLieut, H. K. Pattison, of London,

who was killed fighting in France
last Tuesday, according to word
received by his family yesterday.
His wife, Hilda, lives at 22 Euclid
and his mother at 111 Roberts
street. Lieut. Pattison, who was
30 years old, was born a_t Toronto,
and came here with his parents
as a child. He was formerly

l employed at Kellogg's. He was a

a member of the Canadian Fusi-
liers (R) for about 10 years prior
to the outbreak of war, He
enlisted in London and went
overseas in May, 1942, as a Te-
inforcement officer for the First
Hussars. Besides his wife .and
mother, three brothers, Lieut,
Alfred, of Camp Ipperwash; S.Sgt.
Charles, of Red Deer, Alta., and

illiam, of New Toronto, and
three sisters, Reta and Dorothy,

. of London, and Elizabeth, of

Toronto, survive,




Sergeant PELKEY, Richard Thomas, A 314,
KIA, 11 June 1944.

Commemorated yearly as the “Black Day”
for the regiment. “B” Squadron ambush.

Bayeux Memorial, France
Panel 19 Column 1

Age 27

Missing And
Wounded

Sgt. Richard T, Pelkey, of this
city, is missing in action over-
seas, his mother, Mrs. George
H. Turnbull, 208 Central avenue,
this city, has been officially in-
formed. Sgt. Pelkey, a native of
Four Falls, N.B, enlisted in this
city in 1939 .and went overseas




Lance Corporal POLLOCK, Edison, A 622,

KIA, 15 August 1944.

Operation “TRACTABLE” - to close the
Falaise gap.

Bayeux Memorial, France

Panel 19 Column 2

TPR. EDISON POLLOCK

KILLED AUGUST 15

PARKHILL, August 31 — Mrs.
Ruth Pollock received a telegram
from Ottawa informing her that |
her husband, Tpr. Edison Pollm'k,'
was reported missing on August]
15. Mrs. Pollock also received a |
letter from the chaplain telling
her that Tpr. Pollock had been
killed on August 15, °

Shortly after the invasion of

| Normandy Tpr. Pollock was er- |

roneously reported missing. He
went overseas with the First Hus-
sars, in 1941. His parents, Mr. and |
Mrs. i.awrence Pollock, reside at
Greenway. His wife is the former
Ruth Carruthers, also of Green=
way.




Sergeant POWER, Arthur John, A 134,
KIA, 26 February 1945.

Operation  “BLOCKBUSTER”- to trap
German army in pincer movement.

Groesbeek Memorial, Netherlands
Panel 10
Age 26

Sgt. John Power, 26, is missing
in, action while fighting in Ger-
many, his mother, Mrs. Jennie
Power, 654 Nelson street, was
informed yesterday. He has been

. in the army since the outbreak of

war, going overseas in 1940. He

' was wounded on July 23 of last
. year. A former Free Press car-

rier boy, he attended Chesley
Avenue Public School,




Trooper SHEPHERD, Eric James,
A 106469,
KIA, 25 July 1944.

Operation “SPRING” - to

ridge;

the
leading up to

clear

Verrieres action

closing the Falaise gap.
Bayeux Memorial, France

Panel 19 Column 2

| James

G AGED 28,15 mssmc

Tpr. Eric Shepherd,. 28, hasbeen.
reported missing in action over=
seas, his wife, Mrs., Janet
Shepherd, -of 591% Richmond
street, has been informed. Tpr.
Shepherd attended Lord Roberts
public school - and the Technical
School, and -before enlisting he
worked at 8. F. Lawrason and
Company.

He joined the army in 1943, went
overseas in November of the same
year, and took part in the in-
~vasion of Normandy.

His parents, Mr. and Mrs.
Shepherd live at 6 St.
George street. Two small children,
Beverley, 4 and Eric one and & ||
half years old, live with their |
mother. Tpr. Shepherd has 2 |
brother, LAC. Allan Shephe:
serving in England.




Trooper SMITH, William John,
A 106964,
KIA, 12 August 1944,

Operation “TRACTABLE”- to close the Falaise
gap.
Bretteville-sur-Mer Cemetery, France

Plot 7 Row A Grave 2 Age 29

| Tpr. William John Smith, 29, son |

| of Mr. and Mrs. Fred Smith, 458

| St. James street, who has been |

 killed in action overseas. His

wife and son, Gary John, live at

782 Princess avenue. Tpr. Smith |

. lenlisted with the 1st Hussars in |

Trooper Smith was transferred to the Jj¥ay 196 He lost nis lite on
August 12, A native of London,

whe're he attended Boyle Me-

Sherbooke Fusiliers at time of death.

James’s widow Kathleen and young son Gary,

supported each other for years. Gary attended Lorne Avenue School
and Clarke Road High School. He became a draftsman with M M Dillion.
In time, he married his neighbourhood sweetheart, Lynda Prowse.




Corporal WARE, Edward Thomas, A 104,

léd

DoW, 17 April 1945.
While advancing on Apeldoorn, Holland.

Groesbeek Canadian War Cemetery,
Netherlands

Plot 3 Row D Grave 5

Cpl. E, J. Ware died April 17, of |
. severe burns received in action,
| according to word received by
- his wife, Mrs. Violet Ware, of
- 858 William St. Cpl. Ware en-
| listed in the Canadian Army, on

September 7, 1939, and went over-

seas in November, 1941.  His
father, C. Ware, a sister, Mary, |

and a brother, Charles, live in

Toronto. A brother of his wife,
| Rifleman Harvey R. Harter, died

of wounds received in France,

) August 19, 1944,




Captain WILDGOOSE, Richard,
KIA, 11 June 1944.

Commemorated yearly as the “Black Day”
for the regiment. “B” Squadron ambush.

Bayeux Memorial, France

Panel 19 Column 1

| Capt. Richard wildgoose, wel

known . young London Cana-

dian army officer who is of=

ficially listed as missing in ac-

tion overseas on June A1, ac-

cording to a telegram from the °
director of records, Ottawa,

his parents, Mr. and Mrs. R. Lu

Wildgoose, 35 Devonshire

avenue, this city. Capt. Wild-

goose, a former London Adver-

fiser newspaperman, went over-

seas in October, 1941. His rela-
tives received word of his pro-
motion to the rank of captain
only a few days ago. His broth-
er, Lawrence, is a leading coder
with the R.C.N.V.R. overseas.




NON-FATAL CASUALTIES

Wounded in Action & Prisoners of War

Sergeant BISHOP, Harry, A 173,
WIA, 25 July 1944. Operation “SPRING” -

During action to clear the Verrieres ridge
leading up to closing the Falaise gap.

Post war, Harry enjoyed a respectable and
stable civilian life. In 1949 he and his wife
Lillian, had moved to 759 Strand St., a post
war development area once part of the
His future

military preserve in London.

prospects as a family provider, became
secure when he was hired on at Labatt’s

Brewery. This old London brewery was

prosperous; employment there meant a

steady job with good pay. He may well have
retired from Labatt’s; the record indicates
that in 1976 he is still listed as a brewery
employee and married to Lillian.

Wounded

r*-.—-n_m_---. e

Sgt. Harry Bishop, who nas been
wounded in action overseas ac-
cording to word received by his
wife, Mrs, Lillian Bishop, of 583

| Grey street. Sgt. Bishop attend-

ed Broughdale School and the H.

B. Beal Technical School. He en-

listed the year war was declared

and went overseas in October,

1942. His parents, Mr. and Mrs.

George Bishop, lives at R. R, 2,
London,




Major CONRON, Alfred Brandon, DSO, CD,
CdeG, WIA, 6 June 1944.

D-Day invasion of continental Europe.

Brandon “Brandy” Conron’s accomplishments
in life are too numerous to relate here. Below
is a web site outlining his distinguished
career written by a long time friend.

From the regiment’s perspective he was a
valued asset in times of war and peace. In
1940 he left university to join the Hussars
rising to the rank of Major, OC “A” Squadron.
Returning as Regimental Commanding Officer
02 September 1950 to 30 September 1952.

His longest service was acting as Honorary
Colonel 24 May 1969 to 17 November 1978.

He passed away in 1993.

=

[S===

| S=>sSE==:

/;.

|HUSSARS OFFICER
“"WINS PROMOTION

Major A. Brandon Conron, son

of Rev. M. E. Conron, of 484 Duf-
ferin avenue, city, has been pro-
moted to that rank from that of
captain, ' at the
age of 23, accord-
ing to informa-
tion received by
his parents here.
His regiment is
the 6th Canadian
Armored Regi-
ment (1st Hus-
sars),

Major Conron
was in the thick
of the fighting B8
with TLondon’s
own Hussars in S8
the first six days [Res
of the invasion of
France, receiving
shrapnel wounds ajor Conron
in action,

After some weeks in hospital in
England, Major Conron “hitch-
hiked” his way back to the beach-
head and subsequently took part.in
several major actions with his unit,

Born in New Brunswick, Major
Conron lived for a number of years
in this district and graduated
from the University of Western
Ontario in 1941. He enlisted in
the Canadian Active Army soon
after his graduation.

http://www.canadianpoetry.ca/cpjrn/vol36/thomas.htm




Trooper EVANS, John S., A 312,
WIA, 25 July 1945.

Operation “SPRING” -During action
to clear the Verrieres ridge leading
up to closing the Falaise gap.

Apart from service to his country
and the First Hussars, the article

notes that he was married overseas
in 1942.

His post war career upon returning
to London, notes that his British
wife’s name was Ann and in 1949
he worked at General Steel Wares.
By 1964 he was a salesman for Rolland Hill Shoes.

LONDONER WOUNDED -
IN FIGHTING IN FRANCE

Tpr. John S. Evans, 22:115%1“2{?
| Cpl. and Mrs. John Evans, ;
| hall street, has
‘ been wounded in
action in France
his parents have
peen notified. He
is now in hospi-
tal in England,
according to
received
is ‘'do-

rmy in Septem-
ner, 1939, an_d
R OOV, went overseas in
Tpr. Evans  October, 19481.l I—{)ei
tended Trafalgar Public Scho
t;;té:n the Beck Collqgmtc. He
was married overseas 1n 1942.

——




Prisoner of War
_}r—.«.w.‘..- B0t g e

Corporal

James J.,, A 560,
PoW, 11 June 1944

On that day in June, still
regarded today as the
“Black Day” for the

regiment given the

extraordinary number of
kiled and wounded,
Floyd should

received a

. Cpl. James J. (Jim) Floyd, 23,
his son of Mr. and Mrs. William
_Ployg], of 325 Wortley road, miss-
ing in Normandy since June 11,
who now is a prisoner of war. in
(}erm;my, ]zu'uordmg to a mes-
sage broadcast on a short wav
Upon Capture, Red Cross program from G‘e‘r‘3
many. The parents did not, hear
h|S the hl'f);\rlg»:ysl. but a number of

persons living in the United

States who heard the program

Hussar.
Floyd discovered
o e I

mate, Corporal SHIRE,
ROY D-, A 529, was alsO : son, :
captured but wounded.

James .
have

decoration for
devotion to a fellow First

Shire feared for his life knowing the enemy’s habit
of murdering such incapacitated prisoners. Floyd
without hesitation hoisted Shire up and practically
carried him to their incarceration in Germany, to
Stalag 357. Both men survived the war.

FLOYD, | o

WV a G klson cap, g

a letter written there on Christmas
Day, has come the latest donation
to the Red Cross now conducting
its annual drive for funds, with al
iLondon objective of $165,000.
; Cpl. James Floyd, 26-year-old son
in{ Mr, and Mrs. William Floyd, 11
p::dward street, was reported miss«
ling on June 11 last year, during the
{fighting at Caen. For three months
his parents anxiously waited for
tword of him, and then learned that
he had been taken prisoner by the
Germans.

Grateful for repeated help given
him by the Red Cross since his cap-
ture, Cpl. Floyd wrote his mother
asking her to turn over to the
society a month's assigned pay—$16.
His letter says:

Text of Letter

“A merry Christmas to you all
at home, Let's hope we are all to-
gether next year, We have had al
very nice day thanks to the food
from our Red Cross parcels, A
libreakfast we had coffee, biscuit
lland jam, For dinner we had pe

I'soup (from the Germans), boile

spuds, peas and sausage and cocoa.
For supper we had boiled spuds an¢
turnips mixed, green peas and frie

meat, rolls and tea. Tonight we
had a chocolate pudding and cof
fee. Not bad, eh? Will you pleas

give my next month’s assigned pay
to the Red Cross; they deserve it a

they have kept me going.”

Last night, with half of th

three-week campaign over to rais
$165,000 in London towards the Re
Cross national objective of $10,000,
000, Walter D. Jackson, treasure
of the Community Chest, which is|
handling the campaign, reported
ash in hand of between 8§79,

and $80,000, about $£3,000 short o

Also released and now reported
safe in England, according to re-
ports received here by their
ents, were Cpls. Jamcs,,lff )
Gordon ' Campbell. CpLkiFloyd
the son of Mr. and Mrs ,Wl}ham
Floyd, 11 Edward street. 'He!;wer_mt
overseas with the 1st H?tﬂvs&rs i
1941 and had been a prisoner o
war since June 11, 1944, in Stalag




Trooper FITZMAURICE, Philip Ambrose,

A 148, TPR. P. FITZMAURICE |
WIA, 16 October 1944. IS SERIOUSLY WOUNDED

Trooper Philip Ambrose Fitz-
. th maur@ce, 23, ;on c))f :TohlpJ. Fitz-
In Holland in support of the British 49" | m™§us e " 70 =0

Lo L. maurice, 642 On- &
(West Riding) Division. b g
ed seriously
wounded in ac-

With the war over, Philip returned home to |55 #he “nature

16. The nature

. - . . . and extent.of his
live with his parents. Their home on Ontario Ji " fews On
0 . . the same ‘day' his
Street is very near the main CPR yard in Juo". e
0 o . | from Ottawa §he
London. Sufficiently recovered from his [icceived s pauyTor Mtamausice
containing a large German flag,

WOUI’]dS, he became a brakeman W|th the six feet by three, and a Germar

general's dagger.

Tpr, Fitzmaurice enlisted in the

rallroad. By the ea rly '605 he was a [ }Tirst Hus.sars‘ in }S(fpt.ember,) 1939

conductor and married to Mildred, both
living far from the tracks on Baseline Road.




Sergeant GRISTEY, William Henry, A 219,
WIA, 25 July 1944. On the Verriers ridge.

Sergeant Gristey was struck by shrapnel on
the wrist, crippling his arm completely. The
irony, if he ever thought of the wound in a
humorous vein, on his wrist at the time was a
German watch he had “liberated”.

Following the war, Harry secured
employment with the Richards-Wilcox
manufacturing concern in London. After a
number of years with them, he became a
welder with General Motors Diesel from
where he retired.

He suffered gravely from his wound. Each day
forever more, his wife Mary applied salve to

the wound. We owe these clippings to Mary.

Woundea 7

\.Sgt. William Henry Gristey, 26,
: who has been wounded in France.
| His wife lives at 118 Stuart street

:

and his parents, Mr. and Mrs.
William 1. Gristey, at 22 Lin-
wood street,




Corporal HUSTON, Wilbur J., A 4455,
WIA, 15 August 1944.
Operation “TRACTABLE.”

We see here yet another Hussar who

found time from his busy training

schedule to court a girl, a Scottish girl,
and marry her. By the war’s end some
43,454 Canadian service men had
married overseas.

As the Germans retreated in a headlong
rush to escape Normandy, Corporal
Huston’s wound was one suffered by
many, including, a large number of
Hussars who died trying to close the
infamous Falaise gap. He was perhaps
part of “C” Squadron.

Cpl. Wilbert J. Huston, Q;'. 11“1(1\]\-
bourne, who has been of “\v‘hilb
reported wounded in m}m.x}m.q -
gerving with the Ist ]Mn:s: \.1a|~\'
France. His mnthr‘r. 1 1..“.(‘, e
Huston, lives 1n h[f\hf)\lvl. .F .
was recently mfn'rl(y! n‘\' .‘,,
purgh to a Scottish _«,,_n A




Sergeant JOHNSTONE, Thomas, A 192,

WIA, Date unknown.

Adding to the details shown, Sergeant
Johnstone returned to London, to the same
address indicated, where he happily
embraced his wife Violet, and, of course, his
little daughter as well.

They eventually moved to Moffat Ave.

23, of

. Thomas Johnstone, i

igst Sanders street, of the psaé?:g

dian Armored Corps, is m& ey
overseas, aqcordu_lg to o

yearg. ither in
d, he had lived either |
irgx?i%n or in the near-by dmtrx:;
st 20 years. He W
t Whiten S?I;OO]' y!:a?z"r-
dale. He has 2 ree-
rcl;ll(‘lm;;la.tftghter, Jeannie, whortl’l gxo
b since she was a baby.




Captain McLEOD, Charles Melbourne,
WIA, 6 June 1944 and WIA, 25 July 1944

This officer landed on D-Day as a Lieutenant
and was promptly wounded by the lethal
German 88mm gun. His welfare was

helped by Madame Chretien, a local

resident who administered first aid. He
gave her a medallion which proved useful
after the war in locating her for a reunion

and expression of gratitude.

Promoted to Captain and acting as second
in command of “B” Squadron, he received a
serious wound on the Verrieres ridge
bringing to a close his much valued

contribution to the regiment’s success.

ounded -

Lieut. Charles McLeod, 27, who
has been wounded in action,
according to word received by his
parents, Mr. and Mrs. W. C.

McLeod, of 16 Cartwright street,




SGT. FRANK OKE WOUNDED

Corporal OKE, Frank L., A 44133, | ST. THOMAS, July 31 - Sgi.
Frank Oke, whose wife lives at 29

Miller street, was wounded on
WIA, 25 July 1944, July 25 in Normandy, according

' ) to word received here. A former
During action to clear the Jinstructor at Camp Borden, Sgt.

. . ) Oke was a member of the First
Verrieres ridge leading up to Elgins and was attached to the

First Hussars. He had served for
Some time overseas prior to his
service as an instructor.

v — IR,

closing the Falaise gap.

Corporal Oke was originally on the nominal roll of St. Thomas’ Elgin
Regiment, noted here as the First Elgins. They ultimately became the
25" Canadian Tank Delivery Regiment (Elgin R) C.A.C. In 1943, one
squadron was delegated to land in Sicily with the opening of the Italian
campaign; it’s not likely Oke was part of this force. At some point he
was transferred to the Hussars which is why he is listed as a casualty
with the First Hussars. In some cases Hussars were transferred out to
other units (See above: Trooper W. J. Smith, KIA, 6 June 1944).




EAUTIFUL B
TANK GUNNER IN HOSPlTAL

g ——
Tpr. John E. Pearson, 22, was 1=
jured when his tank fought a Ger-
man tank in

Corporal e France on
: July 8. Flown

PEARSON, o ] _ : to England

2 and now in

5 : 3 : hospital he

John E., £ R : writes his
; parents, Mr.

and Mrs. E.

: ; I Pearson, In-
B 195861 N g dian Rd. Cr:s.
: - b 4 4 “Wemade
; : 3 the attack
WIA, 8 July _ after our-ar-
. & hlllft%rdy h’ﬁ

! i, 2 blasted mo
1944 and : * : ; v of the Ger-
.. : : : y ' inﬁns out dof
: v%g s eir de-
WIA D 5 % % Fis P *  Samuel Smith fences% ‘“We
? : saw a German Tiger tank just be-

S ] low the crest of the hill. I let him
March 1945 - : have it and we hit him broadside in
J. E. PEAR SDN . the hull. We presumed we had fin-

ished him.
Injured 1 let himt
have it and §
we hit" him
broadside in
the hull. But
the turret
crew, alive,

This article is rare in its authenticity. = X % %=
.88 milimétre

John describes his July encounter with g e
it us just
below our

the deadly 88mm and lives to tell the turret and

below my

g e . . legs, I suf-
tale. Despite his injuries and trauma, we -fifedji §§‘;-
poun rac- <o
are treated to some soldier humour Lo LS  eflen o A0
. . . . tog. Only two of us were hurt.
when his mind spins to the happiest, i b 2‘25::%5;%

. . . . to hospital they gnm;atgd %1}11 me.

1 tb t hat a

craziest moment. Bar stories rejoice on th?iflr'lElgyhzal;n%f usgaal’llon stre?ch_
ers. When our- .pld.ue landed W.A.

these times. Then, forever the serious

AF, girls ilraade a b1g fuss over us. |
2 ’ . I was really the prize. Everyone
soldier, he doesn’t forget his mate. watited to shave me because of my
long beard. After a big beautiful
blonde girl had shaved me I ate a
hearty chicken dinner. By the way,
I lost everything in the tank, for 1t
burned after being hit"” .




LIEUT. WILLIAM RAWSON
IS MISSING IN ACTION

Mrs. Muriel Rawson, 118 Pine

Men Thought Officer Dead,

Lieut. William Rawson didn't die
at Falaise—he was wounded, cap-
tured, treated in a German hospital
and finally freed when Allied
armies drove into Paris. That much
is certain from messages he him-

Lawn avenue.

But at least some of the men
of his unit, the 1st Hussars, thought
that he died in action at Falaise
and for that matter may think so

t. For such are the confused
glimpses of modern warfare that

self sent to his wife, 118 Pine|

Ny Turns Up Later in Paris

be certain of what they see, an
no more graphic ,example evel
reached London than that whi
came to light today.

Pte. Clarence Rice,
to his mother, Mrs, Louisa Ric
230 East street, told of the death
of seven Hussars, among them
Lieut, Bill Rossen. Appar
Rossen and Rawson are one
the same.

A check of the regiment by
prominent member of Auxilia
Services and by district headqual
ters revealed only the one Rawsol

Lawn avenue, has been notified by

the Department
of National De-,
fence that her
husband, Lieut. | #
William Rawson,
is missing in
action. Lieut, ¢
Rawson went:
overseas with the
1st Hussards in
November, 1941, %
and has been ;
on active service i

men on the spot sometimes can't | or Rossen, among the 1st Hussar ever sinde. He

o and Mrs. Raw-
Lieutenant RAWSON, William, . ST .
WIA, 24 July 1944.

2hild. & little gir).” 1eut Rawson .

Lieut. Rawson’s father is William
Rawson, of 152 Dreaney avenue.

Verrieres ridge.

WOUNDED
Canadian Armored Corps
RAWSON, William, Lieut,, Mrs. Iona

Rawson (wife), 118 Pine Lawn Av
London. A

HUNS LEAVING PARIS
LEFT PRISONERS BEHIN

D-day for Paris was V-day f
Lieut. William Rawson of the 1
Hussars. wh cable this momni
: old his wif|
rho lives at 1
2ine Lawn av
we, that he w
mly slightl

A typical wartime service man’s saga:

First, soldier is missing; then found
wounded - both bad news items. Then goes

out word he is a prisoner in a German

hospital - notice received reluctantly as some
good news — at least he is alive!

William Rawson returned to London to his
father William and his wife Muriel, perhaps
seeing his little girl for the first time. He
secured employment at Labatt’s eventually
retiring as foreman.

'd he was left
he Germans.
He is now
I, Canadian ba
> reeamxwyospital i

Lieut. Rawson #France, he sa
and is mighty glad the Germa
moved out of the French city
fast they didn’t bother taking
their prisoners.

1t was exactly five years a
today that Lieut. Rawson join
up. He went overseas in Nove
ber, 1941,

Received at the same time as h
cable came a report from milita
headquarters at Ottawa stati
that Lieut. Rawson, reported mi
sing after action on July 25
France, was now a prisoner
war and in hospital in Paris.

His father is William Raws
of 152 Dreaney avenue. Lieut. a
Mrs.. Rawson have one child,
dittle. girl.




Lieutenant (Captain) STONER, Oliver Gerald MiD,
WIA, 11 June 1944.

Commemorated yearly as the “Black Day” for the
regiment. “B” Squadron ambush.

Captain Stoner had quite a war. The Gallant
Hussars recounts many encounters this
Londoner survived against a determined enemy.
Post war, he remained in touch with members of
the regiment he had known since 1941. On page
234, he is pictured on Juno Beach in 1971 as the
long submerged “Bold” is hauled from the
Channel to become the regiment’s WWII
memorial in France. (See Chapter 5 for his

personal account on 11 June 1944.)

Lieut. Gerald Stoner, 21, son of
Dr. O, C. Stoner, 314 Wharncliffe
road south, who has been

' wounded in action while serving
‘with  the invasion forces in

France. Lieut. Stoner went over-

. Seas in October, 1941, the year

of his graduation from Arts

- College, University of Western

Ontari




Sergeant WALTERS, Edwin R., A 17087,

WIA, 8 August 1944,
Operation “TOTALIZE”
through German lines leading to the
Falaise gap closing.

HUSSARS SERGEANT
REPORTED WOUNDE

Sgt. “Ed” Walters of the 1s

breaking

Troops returning from overseas
duties were frequently welcomed
back to former employment; such
was the case for Edwin Walters. He
returned to Northern Life Assurance
Co. of Canada. This company was
located in a regal building at 291
Dundas Street, near our Armouries.
Ed became the company’s Secretary,
retiring by 1976. The other notable

L and
diately for
i seas.

Hussars has heen reported wounde

in action, suffer-
ing bomb
ment
wounds
leg’ and right
hand. Sgt. Wal-
ters was formerly
associated with
Northern Life
Assurance Com-
pany. He joined
.the 1st Hussars
in October,
left

frag-
flesh

; His father,
dick Walters, re-
ides at R. R. No

accomplishment was his marriage to Marion.

in left i

1941,
imme- :
over- #

Sgt. Walters
. 2, Lambeth, .




Trooper WILKES, Ernest Leslie, A 4227, lTPR ERNEST_WILKES
WIA, June 6 1944 IS WOUNDED OVERSEA

. . . | _Tpr. Ernest Leslie Wilkes, 23, of
D-Day invasion of continental Europe. 08 Centd b oo i

| Armored  Corps,

: i h bee vound- &
With the war over and his wound has boen ‘:ctri]onf};
. | overseas, accord-:
healed, Ernest Wilkes returned to  [2700% A0
fireaching

ent at the i/ his mother, Mrs,
London and secured employm j bis mother, Mrs

. | today. H had %
# 25 Central Ordinance Depot on  joday. He hadg
about four years.®

Highbury Avenue. Along the way by | Tor.  Wilkes, a
| native of London, §

i sidin was educated atis
1949, he was married to Norma re g Ths Flucaiof

Public School and Tpr. Wilkes
on London’s East Street. When the s i I

. member of St. Matthew’s Anglican
C.0.D. closed, he afterwards worked in = churen “He enlictes abon ot

years ago and went overseas after

H f training at Camp Borden. A step-
some capacity for the Department o et B B et oo A Ste

National Defence Canadian Dental Corps, is also|
a .
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The Ugliest Side of War — Murder:

After landing on D-Day, when the First Hussars got its first blooding, not

many days passed before the regiment began to get wary of the
enemy’s murderous intensions beyond normal battle tactics and
resistance. Barring their way into Caen, SS Panzer Divisions confronted
them near the village, Le Mesnil-Patry, a name never to be forgotten in
regimental history. On June 11, “B” Squadron was practically
annihilated as it attacked around the village. In the aftermath, dead
tankers were found with all the tell-tale fatal wounds of execution; the
Germans had murdered some of the wounded and prisoners taken.

The accompanying article printed after the war in the Toronto Star,
memorialises some of the victims, all Canadian soldiers, two from the
First Hussars. They are:

Captain SMUCK, Harry Lee, KIA , 11 June 1944. Buried Ryes, France.

B 61599, Trooper PEDLAR, Kenneth Oscar, KIA, 11 June 1944. Buried
Beny-sur-Mer, France.’

THESE CANADIANS WERE MURDERED BY GERMANS WHILE PRISONEF

PTE. J. E. BOLT AND MO

YIn post war 1945, a pathologist determined that Trooper Pedlar was probably not murdered. More likely, he died
of combat wounds sustained in a tank.
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Eight Toronto families who be-

Fieved that their kiu had been killed
or missing in fighting overseas,

learned today that death had come
khrough what defence deparfment
officials call “murder” by Nazis.
f'hey are grief-stricken,

“We were celebrating our 23rd

Wwedding anniversary when a tele-
gram came
frorr Ottawa,
gaying our
hoy was miss-
fing,” said
Wallace Find-
lay of Lamb
HIAv-. A short
Limc later, he
paid, word
| kame that the
fson,  Pte.
IRobert M,
' (Red) Find-
lay, had been
{ “killed in ac-
| tion” on June
18 1944, and :
“was buried in
'm Canadian Red Findlay
(cemetery in Beny-Sur-Mer, seven
‘miles from Caen.

Somewhat similar experiences
‘were felt by the other seven fami-
lies, The new
information
tegarding
their kin
came in a de-'
tence depart-
ment an«

ot 114 Cana-
dian soldiers
were “mur-
dered” by the
12th S.S. di-
vision under
Major - Gen.
Kurt Meyer,
after being
captured dur-
fing the invasion- of the Normandy
‘beaches in June, 1944, The latest

Hist included-the-eight Toronto men,

Meyer now s uypf,u:.li:o' Vv‘f;ve;
© Canadian military court un
Maj. -Gen.

‘Harry W.

| Foster of Pic=

" {on, Ont., and

" Halifax, on

" charges of

heing direct-

Fly or indi~

‘yeectly re-
¢ sponsible for
! the shooting
of 48 Can-
! adian prison=
| ors.at thean=
| cient abbey
{ of Ardenne,
fat- -Moucn, §
and at  Au-~ GG RS
|thie, near Tpr. Ken, Pedlar

] n.
Cf‘I’che men came from three bat-

! ions of the 3rd division, the
gsll:er;fs Own Rifles of Toronto, t!\c
sSherbrooke Fusiliers of Sherbrooke,

. and the North Nov:z\i %cohnn

i nders of Amherst an ruro,

:g'.lgfﬂ:nd other units yet to be offi-
sially determined. 2

. Uﬁ}A‘;out a year ago we learned in
directly-that Robert had been tr?ns-

| forred from the 48th nghlandcl_s t

| ¥he Winnipeg Rifles,” said Mr. ch!

ay. “Then we read how 18 member
that regiment had been brutall
murdered in cold blood. We hav
plways wondered if Robelﬁt wer:
among them.” ; \
The father of the slain soldier sai
fhe -mass murder of innocent spl
iiers, whose only erime was servini
gheir country, was “too awful t
speak about.”
Pte. Findlay afttended Centra;
ech, and enlisted in the 48th High:
{mders in the summer of 1942, Si
weeks after arrival overseas he wa
yeported missing in action. Hi
vother, Lieut. James Findlay,

TORONTO FAMILIES SHOCKED
BY NEWS KIN MURDERED

=) being {reated at Christie Street hos
| pital for wounds received oversea

“A Terrible Shock”
Lieut. Barker was a graduate o

l| Queen’s university, He joined th

| Hamilton Tigers just before th

{| war, as quarter-back on the cham
| pionship team.

With the outbreak of war hi

| joined the R.CAA. as a battery o
H| ficer, going overseas with the Thir

Division, and_ into action with the

| on “D” Day.

“I was notified a year ago of m

| son’s death, since then, men of hi
ol unit have filled in some of th

blank spaces for me, therefore i

|| didn’'t come altogether as a sur
| prise,” Mrs, Barker added. “How
|| ever, it is still a terrible shock.”

Until they read in The Star th

|| murder by the Germans of Rfm

Fred Holness, 21, his parents, M

to speak,” said his sister, Lillian

| shock to them.”

Rfmn. Holness went overseas i

June, 1942, with the Lorne Scots,
| He transferred to the annipe

Rifles and went into  action o
D-Day. He was reported missin
June 8, 1944, and reported kille
the following September. He i
survived by his parents, his siste
and three brothers, Gnr. Albert,

Germany, Clifford and Eddie.

Mrs. 8. J, Pedlar of Corbett Ave.




said she hopes Kurt Meyer *will be iQum\n‘:; Own Rifles June 11, 19
I punished soon.” Her son was also |and was reported missing exac
tincluded in today’s list. Tpr. Ken- |{four years later. He was marri
neth Oscar Pedlar enlisted in June, |three months before going overs
1941, and went overseas the follow- v\"vl:‘h }‘.‘.:s.:'(:azmcm in July, 1941.
ing November. He served with the 1 defigitely ,‘!:'.]m" I‘T }.‘:'d he
lst Hussars, London, and was w.)T“lw“ PIASURETE Mrs. h)mf"\' 59
ported missing shortly after D-D;w.l SR8 UF he ‘iitll(‘[]x'\ll i 1]]JS 5
= g3 “’ | pany reported he was last se
Surrounded by Nazis | standing in a slit trench surround

“Kurt Meyer wouldn't understand | by German soldiers. Only 12

a ftrial. He should get the same! his company returned ‘Al t
treatment he gave them,” said Mrs, | others were reported killed, 1
V., Forbes, Royce Ave., wife of| taken prisoner, so I had some ho
{C.S.M. John Forbes, captured with| Even after August, 1944, when
;a‘ll but 12 of his company in the | was presumed killed, I didn’t wa
{Caen area. | to believe he had been murder
C.S.M. Forbes, also in today's list.| as a prisoner, I didn’t kn
‘i_(‘nlxs!cd as a private with the'definitely until vesterday, wh

Note the comments made by the families as to the hoped for future
prospects awaiting Major General Kurt Meyer. In the words of Mrs. V.
Forbes: “Kurt Meyer wouldn’t understand a trial. He should get the
same treatment he gave them.”

The evidence to determine if a soldier was murdered or died of combat
wounds is a daunting task. The case sited above for Trooper Pedlar
illustrates how initial assessment for cause of death could be wrong. In
a few incidents there was an eye-witness to verify that the soldier was
shot, but in many cases this evidence is missing. Despite the difficulty of
making a definite determination as to cause of death, Canada’s
Department of Veteran’s Affairs states that “up to 156 Canadian
soldiers were illegally murdered in scattered groups, in various pockets
of the Normandy countryside.”

The known list of First Hussars who were probably murdered' is:

A 609, Trooper BOWES, Arnold David, KIA, 11 June 1944, Buried Beny-
sur-Mer, France

A 57462, Trooper CHARRON, Albert Alexander, KIA, 11 June 1944,
Buried Ryes, France
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B 135342, Trooper HANCOCK, Arthur Richard Hugh, KIA, 11 June 1944,
Buried Ryes, France

D 131465, Trooper LeCLAIRE, Joseph Marcel Andre, KIA, 11 June 1944,
Buried Ryes, France

B 49476, Trooper PERRY, Clayton George, KIA, 17 June 1944, Buried
Beny-sur-Mer, France

B 61456, Trooper PRESTON, Lee Irwin, KIA, 11 June 1944, Buried Beny-
sur-Mer, France

L 154029, Trooper SCRIVEN, Gilbert Harold, KIA, 11 June 1944, Buried
Beny-sur-Mer, France

Captain SMUCK, Harry Lee, KIA, 11 June 1944, Buried Ryes, France

HODIE NON CRAS

i Despite the probability that they were murdered, they are nevertheless, recorded as Killed In Action, KIA.




